[{“f:' INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
BILL

Jurther to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

| ¥ Short title and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Act, 2022.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Article 223 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, in Article 223, for clause (2), the following shall be substituted:-

“(2) Anything contained in clause (1) shall not prevent any person from being a candidate for
maximum two seats either in one Assembly or two Assemblies at the same time. But if he is
clected on both seats than he will resign from one seat within thirty days after the declaration
of result of second seat amongst the two scats, if he does not resign than after the expiration
of thirty days except the second secat his first seat will stand vacant. And if he has been
elected on both seats on the same day than his/ her seat except the seat for which his

nomination for election was submitted later will stand vacant.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Constitution of Pakistan allows to submit nomination papers for elections in more than one
constituency but only one seat can be retained after winning. Allowing to contest elections on more
than one seat but retaining only one seat is itself a strange practice. It in not only burdens on the
country’s exchequer but also exploits other candidates and the people. This process results in waste of
public money and time. In this regard, it was pleaded in superior courts by various persons that
contesting for more than one seat in by-elections should be prevented in the larger interest of the
country. As the Constitution allows it, the courts refrained from giving verdict on it.



2. According to a report by Independent Urdu, the Election Commission spends an average of
twenty five millions to twenty seven millions rupees in respect of a constituency, it includes printing of
papers, expenditures of transportation and expenditure of electoral staff, etc.

3.  Approximately break down of expenditures is as under:-

(i) Printing of papers 70 Lac
(ii) Means of transportation 30 Lac
(i) Payments of electoral staff one crore and 50 Lac

4.  The expenditures of appointment of Security officials are not included. At least eight or ten other
candidates also contest in each constituency. They spend in million instead of thousand rupees. Election
Commission of Pakistan has already recommended to ban in contesting more than two constituencies in
2017. The above said Constitution (Amendment) Bill has been submitted, keeping in view the above
said reasons.

Sd/-

MOULANA ABDUL AKBAR CHITRALI,
Member, National Assembly
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