
[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A

Bill

further to en'Lend the Dlections Ac' 2017

IIIHEREAS, it is expcdicnr flrrther to amend the Elections Act,
2017 (XXXIII ol 2017), in the manncr and for the purposes hereinafter
appealing;

It is herebl enacLed as follou.s:

l. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called thc
Election s (Amcndmenr) Acl,2022.

(21 It shall come into lorce at oncc

2. Insertion of new sectioB 728, Lct XXXIII of 2O17.- In the
Elcctions AcL,2017 (XXXIII of 2017), hercinaftcr refcrred to as the said
Acl, after scction 724, thc following ne$. section 728, shall be inserted,
namel1 :

"728. Effect of section 72A.- 'fhe provisions of section 72A
inserted undcr scction 2 of the Elections (Amendment) Ordrnance,
2021 IXX of 2021), \\'hich stands omitted on the repeal of the said
Ordinance by virtuc of proviso to sub paragraph (i) of paragraph (a)

oI clause (2) of Article 89 of the Constitution, shall alq,a),s be
deemed to have bcen omiLtcd and shall have no, and shall always
be deemcd Lo havc no, elfect uhatsoe!er at anv point of time.".

3. Amendment in section 94, Act XXXIU of 2017.- In the said Act,
in section 94, for sub secLion (1), the lollo$ing shall be substituted,
namely:

"(l ) Thc Commission may cond uct pilot projects for voting by
O!crseas Pal<istarnis in brc clcctrons to asccrtain the technrcal
eflicacy, secrccv, sccr-rriL,y arnd linancial fcasibrlity of such voting
and shall share Lhe rcsults \\ith Lhe Government, which shall,
within frftecn dal s from thc commenceme nt of a session of a House
aftcr thc rcccipt of thc report, l.r\ thc same belore both Houses of
MajLis e Shoora (ParliamenL).".
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4. Amendment in section 1O3, Act XloflII of 2O17.- In the said
Act, for section 103, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"103. Electronic voting and biometric veriflcation.- The
Commission may conduct pilot projccts for utilization of
electronic voting machines and brometric verification system in
bye-elecLions in addition to the existing manual procedures for
voter verification, casting and counting of votes to assess the
technical efficacy, secrecy, security ar-rd financial feasibilitl. of
the electronic voting machincs and biomctric verification sysrem
ard sh:Lll share the results with thc Government, which shall,
within fifteen days from the commencemcnt of a session of a
House after the receipt of the report, lay the same before both
Houses of Majlis e Shoora (Parliament).".

STATEIIENT OF II.I T:CI'S,AND RF:ASONS

Scctions 9,J rn(l l{)i i)f I lecli.)n\ \.1 lt)17 \vcre irmended vi(le nct No.I_\i

ol ?0:l,lbr usiug I-\'olinE and tlecrr,,rrrr Voling l\tachincs (EVN1s) from ncxr

gcneral clcc!ions. Ihc I lcctjon Cornrrlissi(\n ol- ltakistan (E('P) faces technical

difficulties lo embcrk uflr,r] col|ducrinq of eleclions es per Amended provisions ibid.

Since Anic lc 2I tl(:'l ) o,_the ( onsr itullon {)hlicnrcs upon F ('l) lo conduct free, tn ir &

lrinsparent clcction, !he institnt Uill proposcs ro restore rhe amcndments ol_ Acl No.

t-V of 2011 to lhcir original contcnrs tor condLrcring rnorc pilor projccrs bclorc

using l-Votin6 and LVNIs rn grnc-al rlcc.i,rns.

l'he Bill is crnrcd rt achier inc rhc aborc ohjecrires

(MURTAZa.'AVEt) ABUASI)
Minisrcr lor Parlin,rrentan n ll.rirs


