[ A £ INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
BILL

further to amend the Elections Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017)
for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

[ Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Elections (Amendment)
Bill, 2023,
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XXXIII of 2017.- In the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of
2017), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 2,-

(1) in clause (x1),in the end, the word “and” shall be omitted;

(i1)  in clause (xli), in sub-clause (b), in paragraph III for the full stop at the end the
expression “;and” shall be substituted and thereafter the following new clause
(xlii)shall be inserted, namely,-

“(xlii) “youth” means anyone who has attained the age of twenty-five years and not
exceeded the age of thirty-five years at the time of filling of nomination paper.”

3. Amendment of section 206, Act XXXIII of 2017.- In the said Act, in section 206, the
existing section shall be re-numbered as sub-section (1) and thereafter the following new sub-
sections shall be added, namely,-

“(2) A political party, while making the selection of candidates on general seats, shall
ensure at least thirty percent representations of youth candidates, especially those from
under-represented sections of society.

(3) A political party shall pro—ide campaign finance support to its youth candidates
selected under sub-section (2).”

4, Amendment of section 208, Act XXXIII of 2017.- In the said Act, in section 208, after
sub-section (4), the following new sub-section (5) shall be added, namely,-

“(5) A political party shall ensure at least thirty percent youth representation in its
central office-bearers and Executive Committee members, by whatever name called.”



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Around 64% Pakistan's population consists of people under the age of 30 years. This is a
historic and very unique demographic opportunity for the country but unless young people are
most directly involved in making legislation which impacts them and their constituencies,
Pakistan cannot benefit from the enormous potential and innovative ability of its youth bulge.

2. This amendment seeks to increase youth electoral and political representation in Pakistan by
mandating the allocation of at least 30% election tickets and at least 30% political leadership
positions to young people in Pakistan. It will democratize and ensure youth representation in the
decision-making of the country by also mandating preferential representation of working-class
and under-represented groups of society in the elected and political leadership.

3.  This Bill, therefore, seeks to achieve the aforementioned objectives.

Sd/-

"

RANA IRADAT SHARIF KHAN,
Membery, National Assembly
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