L A¢ INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
Bill

Sfurther to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) and the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898(Act of V of 1898)

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of
1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V 0f1898) for the purposes hereinafter
appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1 I Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Criminal Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2022,-

(2) It shall come into force at once.

. Amendment of Section 509, Act XLV of 1860.- In the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act
XLV of 1860), in section 509,-

(a) for the words “intending to insult the modesty of any women” the words “intending to
insult the modesty of a gender, bully, abuse, shame, troll, curse on social media as well,
or” shall be substituted; and

(b) for the words “three years”, the words “five years” shall be substituted.

. Amendment of Schedule II, Act V of 1898.- In the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898
(Act V of 1898), in Schedule II, for the entries in columns 1 to 8 relating to section 509, the
following shall be substituted:-

509 | bully, abuse, | Shall not Warrant | Bailable | Compoundable | Imprisonment | Session
shame, troll, | arrest with permission | upto five years | Court
curse on without of the court or fine, or
social media | warrant both

as well, or
insult the
modesty of
gender, by
using words,
sounds,
gestures.




STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Pakistan Penal Code provides section 509 to protect against insulting the modesty of a
gender or causing sexual harassment belonging to any class, creed or religion. The addition of
the above amendments will make the essence of penal provisions more conclusive. The words
proposed for making such amendments are simplified so that the general public can easily
understand. This amendment is of great importance, as harassment and violence against gender
are recurring offences. Since harassment and violence is rampant in the country, incorporation of
these amendments into the Criminal Laws will broaden the spectrum of harassment under the
said law by providing a better safety net to gender in the country.

The amendment is sought to achieve the above objectives.

Sd/-

Sp— - - -

-

VT 08 SHAHIDA R EsniANL,
Member;, National Assembly
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