
L/,1j, ,NTItoDUCEI) IN THE NAt roNAr- AssriNfltlyl

BILL

lurlher to amend thc Constitution ol'lhc lsiamic Rcpublic ofPakistal

WHIIREAS it is cxpedient fu:1hcr ro amend lhe Conslirlrtion ol rhe Islamic

I{cpubljc of Pakislan lbi the purposcs hcrcinalicr appcaring;

l1 is hereby enxclcd as fbllorvst-

l. Short titlc and commrncement.- (l) this Act may bc called the Constitulioi
(,\rnendm.'nl)  cl. 202,2, -

(2) It shall come jnto li)rcc al once.

2. Anendmcnt of Artick ll,l of the Constilution.- ln the ( onstitution of the Islanlic
Ilcpuhljc of PakislaD. in Arliclc ll,t.

(i) after the words "authorize expetrditue ."the words, "of an arnount not exceeding five
percent ofthe total annual budget" shall be inseded;

(ii) affer the words "Supplementary Budget Statement" t}Ie wods, "within one hrmdred and

twenty days of its authorization by the Federal Govemment" shall be ioscftcd.

(iii) for r "lirll stop" in thc cnd. a "colon' shall bc substitutcd and thereafter rhc lbllo\\ing
proviso shall be added, narncly:-

"Provided that Supplementary Budget exceeding five percent of the total annuel

budget shall not be authorized by the Federal Govemment without prior assent of
the National Assembly."

STA'I'}]},II'Nl' OF OB.II]C'I'S AND RtrASoNS

The national budget, representing the Govemment's fiscal, financial 6nd economic
objectives, serves as the most important policy document of a counEy. This means that there is
an obligation on elected rcprcsentatives of the people to ensure that all revenue and spending
measues they authorize, are fiscally sound and that they are being implemented apprcpriately.
Govemments irl Pakistan derive their power to alter the budget approved by the Parliament from
Aticle 84 of the Constitution by interyreting it in the most liberal manner. As one can see,

Article 84 does rlot set a deadline or a time frame for submitting the supplementary budget; the
govemments, therefore, do that as late al it is possible which is with the next year's budget.

:. l-his conslitutional poucr ol supplementarr and excess grlnts in the hands ol cach
(lovemmenl rcsulls in man\ problcrns. Firstly. thc scriousncss in thc budgct making is rcduced
sincc cach (iovcrnrrenl knows it can increase lhc blrdgetiuy limits or cllange the puryosc during
the yealr.



3. Secondly the foi)us on policy is hs1. Policymaking and implcmcnlation is hampcred crLco

the furpose o[ ]unds is changcd. 'lhirdly. monilo.ing and accountabilily becomcs difllcult s rrce

lhe execuled nitiati\,js nla\ dillcr from approved iniliati\e. l hcrcfore, alorcmcnlicrcJ
arncndmcnt is proposr:d to curtail the arbitrary practice ol govemmcnts to deviate liom ho
approvecl l{at o1a[ Bu(lgel.

sd/-
st'II) HLSSATN TARr(r,
lvlcrnber. National,A.ssen-t,l)
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