[ AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL
further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

5 Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Act, 2022, -

(2) It shall come into force at once.

& Amendment of Article 84 of the Constitution.- In the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, in Article 84,

(i) after the words "authorize expenditure "the words, "of an amount not exceeding five
percent of the total annual budget" shall be inserted;

(ii) after the words "Supplementary Budget Statement” the words, "within one hundred and
twenty days of its authorization by the Federal Government” shall be inserted.

(iii) for a "full stop” in the end, a "colon" shall be substituted and thereafter the following
proviso shall be added, namely:-

"Provided that Supplementary Budget exceeding five percent of the total annual
budget shall not be authorized by the Federal Government without prior assent of
the National Assembly." i

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The national budget, representing the Government's fiscal, financial and economic
objectives, serves as the most important policy document of a country. This means that there is
an obligation on elected representatives of the people to ensure that all revenue and spending
measures they authorize, are fiscally sound and that they are being implemented appropriately.
Governments in Pakistan derive their power to alter the budget approved by the Parliament from
Article 84 of the Constitution by interpreting it in the most liberal manner. As one can see,
Article 84 does not set a deadline or a time frame for submitting the supplementary budget; the
governments, therefore, do that as late as it is possible which is with the next year's budget.

2. This constitutional power of supplementary and excess grants in the hands of each
Government results in many problems. Firstly, the seriousness in the budget making is reduced
since each Government knows it can increase the budgetary limits or change the purpose during
the year.



3. Secondly, the focus on policy is lost. Policymaking and implementation is hampered once
the purpose of funds is changed. Thirdly, monitoring and accountability becomes difficult since
the executed initiatives may differ from approved initiative. Therefore, aforementioned
amendment is proposed to curtail the arbitrary practice of governments to deviate from the
approved National Budget.

Sd/-
SYED HUSSAIN TARIQ,
Member, National Assembly
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