L/Aé INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL
further to amend the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (XXXIV of 1997)

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997
(XXXIV of 1997) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as under:

j Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act may be called the Pakistan
Environmental Protection (Amendment) Act, 2021

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 2, Act XXXIV of 1997.- In the Pakistan Environmental
Protection Act, 1997 (XXXIV of 1997), in section 2, in paragraph (xix), after the words,
“hospital waste”, comma and the words, “, electronic waste”, shall be inserted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

According to some estimates the local generation of electronic-waste in Pakistan is calculated
about 433 kilo tons per year. Pakistan, India and Bangladesh — are among the worst affected
by the electronic-waste. The world dumps much of its electronic-waste into Pakistan. The waste
is then sorted out in facilities and warehouses, many of which employ children in the facilities'
dangerous conditions. Much of the waste is toxic, as well. It can contain substances like lead,
mercury and cadmium. As facilities dispose of the waste and pick through the more valuable
components, their workers become exposed to said toxic substances. Furthermore, the waste is
not only harmful to human lives. The toxic materials in electronic-waste significantly damaged
agricultural areas — a long-held form of income for many impoverished Pakistani people.

electronic-waste is categorized as hazardous waste according to the Basel Convention. The
Pakistan Environment Protection Act, 1997, do not cover the safe handling and disposal of
hazardous electronic-waste and prevention of its import. This amendment will prohibit import of
electronic-waste and ensure safe handling of electronic-waste.

Sd\-
MS. SHAHIDA REHMANI,
Member, National Assembly
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