(TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Biit
Surther to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic gf Pakistan
Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Républic of
Pakistan, in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement.~ (1) This Act shall be called the Constitution
(Twe::'ty-sixth Amendment) Act, 2022. |
(2) It shall come into force at once in the manner as stated below:-
(a.) the existing members of the Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) from the
Punjab and the existing members of the Provincial Assembly of the
Punjab shall complete their respective terms; and
(b)  political, administrative and financial measures and necessary steps.
under the electoral laws shall be taken to complete the formation of the
new province of South Punjab before the general elections to be held

after the general elections, 201 8.

2, Amendment of Article 1 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, hereinafter referred to as the Constitution, in Article 1, in
clause (2), for paragraph (a}, the foliowing shall be substituted, namely:-

*(a)  the Provinces of Balochistan, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the Punjab, Sindh and

South Punjab.
Explanation.— The Province of South Punjab shall comprise the |
existing territorial boundaries of Multan, Bahawalpur and Dera Ghazi Khan

g Divisions which shall stand excluded from the Province of the Punjab;”.

Page16f4



3.

Articie 51,

iy 1.ause (3), for the Table, the following shall be substituted, narr . -

Amendment of Article 51 of the Constitution: - In the Constitution, in

“General seats | Women seats Total seats

Balochistan 16 2 30
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 45 1¢ 55 |
The Punjab 95 22 17
Sindh 61 14 75
South Punjab 46 10 I56
Federal Capital 3 - 3
Total 266 60 326",

4, Amendment of Article 59 of the Consttution.—-

Article 59,
{A) inclause (1),-
\ {a)  for the words “ninety-six” the words “one hundred and
nineteen” shall be substimtcd° and
(b)  in paragraph (f), for the word ‘four” the word “five” shall be
substituted; and
(B)  after clause (3A), the following new clause (3B) shall be inserted,

Y

In the Constitution, in

namely:-

"“(3B) Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (3) or any other
provision or law for the time being in force, from amongst the
members elected by the Provincial Assembly of the new Province of
South Punjab,-

(8) under paragraph (8) of clause {1),~seven shall retire in
March, 2024 and seven shall retire in March, 2027;

(b) under paragraph (d) of the aforesaid clause, two shall retire
in March, 2024 and two shall retire in March, 2027; and
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{c) under paragraph (e) of the aforesaid clause, two shall retire in March, 2024

and two shall retire in March, 2027.".

5. Amendment to Article 106 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution, in Article 106,

in clause (1), for the Table, the following shall be substituted, nameiy :--

“General seats | Women | Non-Muslims | Total seats
seats seats
Balochistan 51 11 3 65
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 115 26 4 : 145
- .
The Punjab 202 45 5 252
Sindh 130 25 9 168
Scuth Punjab 95 21 3 119

6. Amendment of Article 175A of the Constitution.— In the Constitution, in
Article 175A, after clause (6), the following new clause (6A) shall be inserted, namely :-

“(6A) For initial appointment of the Chief Justice and Judges of the South

Pﬁnjab High Court, the Chief Justices of all the four Provincial High Courts and the

Islamabad High Court shall also be members of the Commission.”.

7. Amendment of Article 198 of the Constitution.~ In the Censtitution, in
Article 198,-
(=) after clause (1A), the following new clause {IB) shall be inserted,
namely :-
“(1B) The High Court of South Punjab shall have its principal
seat at Multan.”;

(b) in clause (3),
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(i) £ -7 = zomma “each at Bahawalpur, Muitan and”,
the oo o wnail be substituted; and

(ii)  for full-stop at the end, the following shall be substituted,
namely:—
% the South Punjab High Court shatl have a Bench at

Bahawalpur.”.

8. Amendment of Article 218 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution, in

Article 218, in clause (2), in paragraph (b), for the word “four”, the word “five” shall be
» .

substituted.

Statement of Objects and Reasons

The creation of a separate province of South Punjab is a longstanding
aspiration of the people of that region. The people from Southern Punjab continue
to press for the establishment of a new province of South Punjab. This
Constitutional Amendment Bill seeks to meet the genuine demand for creation of
the province of South Punjab comprising Multan, Bahawalpur and Dera Ghazi
Khan Divisions. The Bill seeks to achieve the above objectives.

Minister In-charge
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