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A
BILL

to provide and support continuous efforts in, and monitoring of, poverty reduction in Pakistan.

WHEREAS Pakistan is determined to eradicate all forms of poverty and to support 2 sustained long-term
reduction of poverty in the islamabad Capital Territory.

WHEREAS poverty reduction contributes to meeting Pakistan's international human rights obligations,
including under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;

AND WHEREAS the progress made by Pakistan in the reduction of poverty contributes to meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations;

It is enacted as follows:

1. Short Title and Con;rﬁencement.- (1) This Act shall be called National Poverty Reduction Act, 202¢/.
(2) It extends to whole of the Islamabad Capital Territory.
{3) It shall come into force at once.

2, Definitions. - The following definitions apply in this Act.

(a) "Council" means the National Advisory Council on Poverty established under section 3.

(b} "Minister" means the Minister In charge of the Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division.

(c) "Official Poverty Line" means the Market Basket Measure, as published by Statistics/concerned
Division of Pakistan.

(d) "Poverty reduction targets" means commitments made by Pakistan in the reduction of poverty
till 2030which contribute to meeting the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations.

3. National Advisory Council on Poverty.-(1) A council shall be established by the Federal Government
to be known as the National Advisory Council on Poverty, consisting of 12 members, including persons
with live experience, leaders, experts, academics, and practitioners that work in the field of poverty
reduction, representing all the federating units including a Chairperson and two members with
particular responsibilities for children's and women's issues respectively.

(2) The council shall meet once in every three months. The members of the Advisory Council may
also determine the number of additional meetings or tele-conferences that are necessary to fulfill their
mandate.



4. Secretariat of the Council. -The Department of Poverty Alleviation and Social Security Division will
provide the necessary support to the Advisory Council to carry out its mandate, including policy,
administrative and logistical support.

5. Appointment of other members.(l) The members of the Council, other than the ex officio member,
are to be appointed by the Federal Government through notification in the official Gazetre.

Provided that at least one member from each province as well as Islamabad Capital Territory shall be
appointed.

(2) Appointments will be part of an open, transparent and merit-based selection process that strives for
gender parity and reflects Pakistan's diversity.

(3) Members of the Council shall hold office for a term not exceeding three years and are eligible for
reappointment on the expiry of a first or subsequent term of office.

(4) Until otherwise provided by Regulations, one-third members of the Council shall formy a quorum,
and all of the acts of the Council shall be decided by a majority of the members present end voting.

6. Appointment of chairperson.- The Chairperson of the Council shall be elected by the members of the
Council from amongst themselves.

7. Chairperson'’s role. The Chairperson has supervision over and direction of the work of the Council.

8. Chairperson absent or unable to act. |f the Chairperson is absent or unable to act or if the office of
Chairperson is vacant, the Minister may designate another member of the Council to act as
Chairperson, '

9. Remuneration. Members will be paid, in connection with their wark for the Advisory Council, the
remuneration may be fixed by the Federal Government.

10. Trave! and living expenses., The members of the Council are entitled to be reimbursed for the travel,
living and other expenses incurred, in connection with their work for the Council, while absent from, in
the case of full-time members, their ordinary place of work or, in the case of part-time members, their
ordinary place of residence.

11. Functions of the Council. The Council shall perform the following functions:

(a) Provide advice to the Minister on poverty reduction in Pakistan, including funding and activities
that support poverty reduction;

(b) Undertake consultations with the public, including tha academic community and other experts,
Indigenous persons and persons with live experience in poverty;

(c) Within six months after the end of each fiscal year, submit a reporf to the Minister:

(i) on the progress being made in meeting the targets referred to in para (d)of section 2 and the

progress being made in poverty reduction measured by, among other things, the metrics set out in
the schedule, and '



(i) on the advice that the Council provided to the Minister under paragraph (a) during the fiscal
year; and

(d) Undertake any activity specified by the Minister.

12. Tabling of Report in Parliament.- Within 15 days of the receipt of the report by the Minister under
paragraph (c) of section11, it shall be laid on the Table of Parliament

STATEMENT OF OBIECTS AND REASONS

The mandateof the Advisory Council proposed through this bill is to provide independent advice
to the Minister In charge of Poverty Alleviation and Social Security Division and relevant social security
and welfare departments of the country on poverty reduction; to annually report on the progress
achieved toward reducing the level of poverty as per the targets set under SDGs till 2030 and the
performance evaluation of poverty alleviation programs inaugurated by the government in this regard;
and to undertake any activity specified by the Minister.

2.5 The Advisory Council will be representative of Pakistan's diversity, including gender, Indigenous
peoples, visible minorities, regions and official languages, produce an annual report for the Minister that
will provide detailed information on the progress being made towards meeting the poverty reduction
targets and other indicators being  tracked under the Strategy, as well as advice on poverty reduction.
Functions of advisory council shall be to provide advice in relation to programs, funding and activities
that, contribute to poverty reduction; undertake public engagement ‘with various groups, including the
academic community and other experts, Indigenous peoples and persans living in poverty or with live
experience of poverty; and undertake any activity specified by the Minister.

3. The Bill is proposed in order to ensure that the best possible professional advice is available to the
Government to inform, optimize and synergize the  formulation and implementation of its poverty
alleviation and social security policies, through consultation with the most erudite and well-respected
experts, academics and practitioners of the field who are currently serving in,or have rich experience
with, amongst the most specialized poverty alleviation and social security departments and
organizations in Pakistan.

Hence the above bill is proposed.

Sd-
MS. UZMA RIAZ,
Members National Assembly
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