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{TOOf INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAT ASSEMBTYI

B ILI

further to amend the Mental Health Ordinance, 2001 in its application to lslamabad Capital

Territory

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Mentai Health Ordinance 2001 (Vlll of 2001), for the
purposes hereinaft er appearing;

It is hereby enacted as tollows:-

1. Short thlc extent and commencement. - (1) This Act nray be called the Menta! Health (Anrendment) Act,

2020.

(2) It shall extend to the lslamabad CapitalTerritory

(2) lt shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 19, Ordinance Vlll of 2001. - ln the Mental Health Ordinance, 2001 {Vlll of 2001),

in section 19, for subsection (2) the following shall be substituted, namely;-

"(2) A person removed to a place of safety undersubsection (1) ofthissection shail be produced bythe
poiice before the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty four hours of taking him into such protection

excluding the time necessary for thejourney from the place where he was taken into such protection. He shall

not be detained beyond the said period without permission of the magistrate;

Provided that the person so taken in custody must be examined, without delay, by the psychiatrist or
such medical officer as directed by the magistrate concerned."

STATEMENT OF OEJECTS ANO RENSONS

It has been observed that, in all the laws in which the any person is taken into custody must be produced

before the nearest magistrate within a period of 24 hours. 3ut in the law under discussion no such provision is

made. ln this way the forces may take into custody any person for indefinite time and without
intimation/knowledge of the concerned magist''ate. This practice is in violation of basic concepts and practice

of law. Hence, the Bill is proposed to remove the said anomaly.

MS.NUSRAT WAHID

Member National Assembly
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