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No. F. 22(25)20f g-kgis.-]'he followinS Act of ,Vajlis-e-Slbora
(Parliamelrt) received the assent of thc Prcsident on the llth August,2020 is
hereby published for general information:

[AcT No. XXII or,2020]

A Acl to enact a law lor mutual legal assisraace i criminal matters

WIIEREAS it is expeditsnt to enact a law rElating to mutual legal
assistsncc in c.imin.l mstlcrs and matteB connccted thercwith and ancillarv
theEto;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

t'rclirninrr)

l. Shon fitlc, cttcnt tind commcnccmcrt.--{ I ) This Act may bc
called the Vutual Lcgal Assistancc (Crinlinal Varlcrr) Acl. 20:0

(,rqr )
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(2) lt extends to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) lt shall comc into force at once

2. Definltiort-tn this Act, unless there is an]'fhing repugnant in tha
subject or context,-

(a) "ag.reement'' mcans a treaty, agrEement. convcntion in forcc, or
memorandum of understanding lo u,hich the Ishmic Rcpublic of
Pakistan is a party and which contains provisions relating to muaual
Ielpl assistance in criminal matters;

(b) "appropriate authority" in relation to a foreign counto/, mearN a
person or Hy in that colntry refened to in the agreement or
rcciprocal agreement with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan as the
authority responsible for administering mutual legal assistance to
and from such country;

(c) "c.ntral authority" means the ofiice ofthe secretary to the Ministry
of lnteriot Govemment of the tslamic Republic of Pakistan and
thc powers of such office shall he exercised by an executive
committee comprisinS the secrctary to the Ministry of Interior,
Govemment of the Islamic Republic of Pakislan, the secretary to
the Ministry of taw and Justice, Govemment of the Islamic
Republic ot Pakistan. the secretary to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Govemment of the Islamic R.public of Pakistan and the
home secrctaries of all lhe four Provinces, namely Balochistafl,
Khyb€r Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh, while the secrctary to the
Ministry of Interior, Govemment of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan shall be its convener.

Explorzrtion--The dccision of lh€ central authority shall be by
majority ofthe members prcsenlsi

(d) "information system" includes an electronic systenr for creating,
gencrating, scnding, receiving. storing, reproducing, displaying,
recording or processing any information;

(e) "data" means content data and traffic data;

(0 "electronic" means elertrical, digital, magnetic, optical, biometric,
elcctrochemical, electomechanical, wireless or clectromagnetic
technoloSy;

(g) "computer system" means any device or a group of interconnected
or relaled devices one or more ofwhich, pursuant to a programfte.
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performs automalic proccssi g or recording data, and includes a
mobilc tclcphonc and othcr tclcconrmunication devices;

(h) "confiscation" means deprivation ofproperty by order ofacourt;

(i) "confiscation ordei' means an order made by a court in the Islamic
Rcpublic of Pakistan or a courl ofa country with whom the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan has cntercd into rcciprocal agrean€nt for the
confiscation of proceeds or instrumcntalkies of crim€ or terrorist
p.operty alier criminal conviction;

0)'tourf' meansthc c.urt which has jurisdiction to try an olfence for
which a requcst has been made under this Acq

(k) "criminal matter" includes any investigation, pros€cution or
judicial proccedings r€lating to,-

(i) a criminal ofenc€;

(ii) identification or Eacing of procecds or instsument lities of
crime or othq Ght€d atticles for evidentiary process;

(iii) the determination as to s{lether a propeny is procecds or
instrumentalities of money launderinS or tcrrorist pmperty;

(iv) a confiscalion ordcq or

(v) the freezing or seianfe of proceeds or inst umeltalities of
crima or tarorist Fopaf,tyi or

(l) "criminal offencc" means an offence punishable under the Pakistan
Penal Codo, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) or rElating to money
laundcring, terrorist financill9, and offenccs pcrtaifling to narcotics,
srms and ammu itions. and otl'enccs under the Customs Act. 1969
(lv of 1969);

(m) "freezing' or "seizure" meaDs tenrporarily prohihiting the transfer,
conversiorr. disposilion or nrovement ofpropen!'on the basis ofan
ordcr issrrcd hy ir cr)u( or olhcr rLrlhorit),and includes an order
rcstrainillg such dcaljrgs:

Provided that \ehqE the ordcr of freezing and scizure is passed

by an authority othcr than a coun of larv, the same shall be subject
to co[firmatioo by a cou( of cornp€tent jurisdiction within one
monlh ofpassin8 thc srid ordcr:
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(n) "iostrumentalilies ofcrime" means any property,-

(i) used in, or employed in connection with, the commission ofa
criminal offence: or

(ii) for which there are reasonable grourids ofsuspecting that the
said property may be used in, or employed in connection
with. lhe commission ofa criminal offence: or

(iii) whether the property is k)catcd or lhe offence is commifted
within or outside Pakistan:

(o) "money laundering:' means an act ofmoney launde.ing relatable lo
a 'triminal olTence" as defined under the Anti-Money Laundering
AcL 2010 (VII of20l0);

(p) "proceeds ofcrime" means any propcrty situated within or outside
Pakistan derived liom or obtaincd through commission of a
criminal offence, committed within or outside Pakistan;

(q) "property" means property or assets ofany description, movable oa

immovable, corporeal or incorporeal, tangible or intangible,
situated within or oulside Pakistan;

(r) "rules" means rules made under this Act;

(s) "scrvice provider" shall have the same meaning as given to it by
section 2(XXVIII) of the Prcvention of Electronic crimes Acl
2016 (XL oi2016)i

(l) "lero.ism" shall have the sane meaning as given to it by section 6
ofthe Anti-terrorism Act, 1997 (XXVII of 1997); and

(u) 'lerrorist property" shall have the saine meaning as givcn to it by
section 2(Z)(aa) ofthe Anti-terrorisnr Act, 1997 (XXVll ol 1997).

(2) Subject to the provisions ofthis Act, the mutual legal assistance
may be provided by Pakistan to a country on the principle ofreciprocity rcducod
in writing.

(3) Where the Federal Covemrnenl considers it expedient to provide
mutual legal assistance in a criminal matter to a country lvhich has no1 entercd

J. Applicstiotr of the Act.-<l ) This Act shall rcgulate the procedure
for rcnderitrg and soliciting mutual legal assistaflce in crimhal matters by
Pakistan.


