[ﬁj INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A

BILL

further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of

Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1 Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2.  Amendment of Article 25A, in the Constitution .- In the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, in Article 25A, for the expressions * of the age of five to sixteen years™,
the expressions “ below the age of eighteen years™ shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The definition of child is different in several laws in the country. One of the key
responsibility of the state is to provide free and compulsory education to children under Article
25A of the Constitution. But the age suggested is far below than international commitments. The
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) defines the child as a person
under 18 years of age.

2. The amendment in the Constitution therefore proposes to change definition of the child,
from a person below the age of 16 years to 18 years so that state’s obligations are fulfilled
according to the United Nation’s conventions.

3, This Constitution amendment Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

'Sd-

KESOO MAL KHEEAL DAS,
Member, National Assembly
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