
[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

lo athend lhe Pakislan Health Reseqrch Council Act, 2016

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Pakistan Health Research Council
Act, 2016 (Act No. xll of20t6), for the purposes hereiDafter appearing:

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title rDd commercemertr - (l) This Act shall be called the
Pakistan Health Research Couocil (Amendment) Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come ioto force at once

2. Amendmeot of Secaion 2, Act xII of2016. - h the Pakistao Health

Research Council Act, 2016 (XII of2016), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, iq
section 2, clauses (0, @), (h), (k), and (s) shall be omitted.

3. Amendment of section 4, Act XII of 2016.-In the said Act, in
section 4, ir sub-section ( l),-

(a) in clause (c), the words "including training ofmanpower" shall
be omitted;

(b) in clause (d),lbr the words "organize and Iacilitate ulilization
of'the words "disseminate the" shall be substituted;

(o in clause (Q, after the words "support of resoarch" the
expression "including publication of research" shall be
inserted; and

(.i) clauses (g) and (i) shall be omitted

4. Amendment of section 5, Act XII of 2016.-l[ the said Act, for
section 5, the following shall be substituted, namely:.-

65, Board.- (l) lhe overall control and superintendence of
lhe affairs of the Council shall vest in a Board, consisting of not less

than five members and not exceeding seven members.

(2) The membcrs shall be appointed by the Prime Minister
on the recomme[dation ofa noninating committee consisting of-

RII,I,
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la) Minister-in charge

(b) Dean Rcsearch of the Aga Khan
University, Karachi

(d) Vicc Chanccllor of thc Khyber
Medical Univelsity

(c) Chief Medical Officer of the Member

Shaukat Klnnum Hospital,
Lahore;

Cheirmon

(e) Principal ofthe Bolan University Meatber

(3) Nominations to the Board shall be based on the

individual's national and intemational rosearch reputation, who are

currently employed by reputable institutions, are involved in researr:h

and have a minimum of twenty-five research publications in reputable
joumals lvith citation indices greater than 1.0- Experience in research

adDidstratioD, for example as head of a rcsearch dspartment ,lr

institution or as a research mentor, for exampl€ as a supervisor ,)f

researchers shall be prefered.

(4) Tlrere shall be a Chaimran and Vice Chairman of the

Board who shall be elected by the Board members at their first
meeting.

(5) Board mcmbcrs shall, unlcss othcrwise dirccted by thc

Prime Minister, hold office lbr a period of five years and be eligible
for re-appointment. Membership of the Board shall cea-se and fall
vacant ifa Board's member resigns or fails to attend lhree consecuti/e
meetings without sufficient cause or for any other reasons },hi()h
incapaoitates him to functioh as a meinber. Any such vacancy shall bc

filled in within one month.

(6) No person shall be appointed or remain as a member ol'
the Borrd, ifhe-

(a) is declared by a compctent court of law to be of
an unsound mind;

(b) has applied hefore by a competent court of lav/
to bc adjudged as an insolvcnt and hir
application is pending;

is dcolared by a competebt court of law to be atl
un-discharged insolvent;
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(d) has beerl convicted by a court of law for an

offence involving moral hrPitude;

(e) has been debarred fiom holding any public
office under provisions of law; or

(r) has a conflict of interest with such a position.

(?) The nominating committee may recomnend romoval

fiom the membership of any member of the Board at any time if the

member is disruptive or violates the rules ofthe Council.".

5. Ametlilment of section 6, Act XII of 2016.-In the said Act, for

section 6, the following shall be substituted, namely:

'6. Functiors of the Board.- (l) The futrctions of the

Board shall be-

(a)

(b)

to formulate policy on health research;

subject to other provisions of this Act, to appoint
recessary officers and employees in a mannet

and on such tenns and conditions as may be

prescribed;

(c) to e$ure a tansparent, fair and equitable prccess

for evaluating research grant applications and

prioritizing dre same for grant distribution;

(d) to eDsure that ethical standards are met in all
research projects considered for funding,
according to the Helsinki principles for hurnan

research;

(e) to ensure a rational me t-based grant

disrribulion system;

(f) to approve the annual budget;

(g) to ensure the scientific validity and maintain the
highest standards for any publications issued by
the Council, including but not limited to the

Pakistan journal of medical research; and

(h) to undertake regular review and evaluation ofthe
research projects and programs fiuded by the

Council to ensule that ethical and scientific
principles are not violated and these projects and
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lrograms are proceeding according to thcir'
objectives.

(2) lo the discharge of its fimctions, the Boa.rd shall bo

guided on questions of policy by thc instructions, if any, giv€n to ii

fiom time to time by the Federal Govemment.".

6.

sectioo 7, -
Amcndment of section 7, Act No. XII of 2016.-ln the said Act, in

(, in sub-scction ( l),

(il for the word "two'
substituted; and

the word "four'shall be

(ii) for the expression "Minister of State or Advisor of
the administrative ministry or iu their absence the
Secretary bf the administrative ministry", the words
"Vice Chairman" shall be substitutedl

(b) in sub-sectioir (2), for tlre word "One", the word "Two"
shall be substitutEd; and

(c) after sub-sectiofl (2), amended as aforesaid, the following
new sub-section (3) shall be added, namely:-

"(3) The Secretary of the floard shall be a full time
employee of the tsoard, who shall perform all seoetarial and
office functions of the Board at the direction of the Chairman
ard shall be responsible for taking ninutes at the Board's
meetings, convering Board's mectings, sending out letters to
Board's members as per direction ofthc Board's Chairman.",

7. Ameqdrnent of section 9, Act XII of 2016.- In the said Act, for
section !), the fotlowing shall be substihrted, oamely:

'9. Office of the Council- (l) The Office of the Council
shall principally consist of

G)
(b)

G)
(d)

Chief Operating Oflicer;
Finance Di.ector;
Director Research Grants; and
Director Research Grant Applications.

(2) The Chief Opemting Officer shall be appointed by th(,
Board lor a period o[ three years on the recornmendation of i.
recruitment committee, or1 such terms and conditioN as the Boarc.


