[TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
Bill
further to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Child Protection Act 2018

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Child
Protection Act 2018 (XXI of 2018), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1 Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act may be called the Islamabad Capital
Territory Child Protection (Amendment) Act 2022.

(2) It shall come into force at once.
2 Amendment of section 7, Act XXI of 2018.- In the Capital Territory Child Protection Act
2018, hereinafter referred to as the said act, in section 7, in sub-section (1), in Paragraph (vii),

the words, "status of women", the words, " rights of child", shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of section 12, Act XXI of 2018.- In section 12, in sub-section (1), for the full
stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter a proviso shall be added, namely:

"Provided that in case of a girl child such initial assessment shall be conducted by a
female Child Protection Officer appointed as per rules of this Act."

4. Amendment of section 1\3, Act XXI of 2018.- In section 13, in sub-section (1), for the full
stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter a proviso shall be added, namely:

"provided that in case of a girl child such comprehensive assessment shall be conducted
by a female Child Protection Officer appointed as per rules of this Act."

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of the first amendment in the act is to provide the membership of the
National Commission on the Rights of Children. Which is a more appropriate and relevant
forum than the National Commission on the Status of Women in the context of this specific
Law. Since the law deal with the protection, care and welfare of children only, hence the
participation of any member from the child rights' commission would be more desirable in this
regard. Likewise the purpose of the second and third amendment is to ensure that girl children
are assessed by female Child Protection Officers keeping in view of the gender specific needs
and our cultural context as well. Under the protection of a female officer, the girl child would
get a greater sense of security at emotional level. In this way the emotional needs of
unprotected children can be effectively addressed.

Hence the Bill has been proposed.
Sd/-

NAFEESA INAYATULLAH KHAN KHATTAK ALl NAWAZ AWAN
SADAQAT ALI ABBASI MEHNAZ AKBER AZIZ
RAJA KHURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ Members, National Assembly
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