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Acas, OrdinrDces, Pr6ident'r Orders rnd ReglhtioDr

SENATE SECRETARIAT

Islanabod. rhe 27th July, 2015

No. F. 9(6)/201s-Legis.-The following Acl of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliamenr) received the assent of the President on 23rd July, 2015, is hereby
published for ge neral information:-

Ac'r No. VIt or 2015

. An Act to amentl the Seed Act. 1976

WHEREAS it is expedient to amendlhe Se€d Act, 1976 (xxlx of 1976I for
the purposes hereinafter appearing;

AND wHEREAS the Provincial Assemblics of Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh have passed resolutions underArticle 144 ofthe
Consritution ofthe lslarnic Republic ofPakistan to the effect that Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) may suitably amend the aforesaid Act;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commenc€mert.-{l ) This Act may be called the
Seed (Amendment)Act, 2015.

(54s)

Price: Rs. 10.50[1134 (2015)Ex. Gaz.]
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(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of scction 2! Act xxlx of 1976,-In the Seed Acl,
1976 (XXIX of 1976), hereinaft€r called as the said Act, in section 2,-

(1) forclause(a), thefollowin8 shall be slrbstituted, namely:-

''(i) "accrediled laboratory' mcans ary s€cd tcsting laboratory
established in public scctor or private seclor and accredited by
an appropriate organization as may be prescribed;

(ii) "approved se€d" 
'ncans 

sccd true to species as approved by the
Fcderal Seed Cl€nilicalion and Re8istrat;on Depamnenl:";

(2) clauses (b). (c). (d), (D, G), (h), (i), O, (k), (1), (m), (n), (o), (p), (q),
(r), G),(t), and (u) shall be renumbered as clauses(iii), (iv), (vi), (xii),
(xiii), (xv), (xvi), (xvii) (xviii), (xx). (xix). (ui), (xxii), (xxiii), (L\iv),
(xxvi), (xxviii) (xxr) and (xL\iii) respectivell

(j)

(4)

Clause (e) shallbe omitted.

for clause (iii), renumbered as aforcsaid, the following shall he

substituted, namelyr-

'(iii) "basic seed" means progcny ofthe pre-basic seed produced by
any public sectoror privatc sector organization andcertified by
Ihe Federal Seed Ccnitication aDd Registration Department;";

in clause (iv). renu bered as aforesaid, lor lhc word "Agency". thc
words "and Registratio Deparlment'_ shall be subslitutcd;

(viii) "genelically modificd varicty" m€ans planl varieties wh ich have
b€€n bred by genetic enginc.cring involving molecularlechniqucs

(5)

(6) after clause (iv), renumbcrcd andamendedas aforesaid,the following
new clauses shall be inicncd. narnely:-

"(v) "enlisted variety" means a varieq'enlisted bythe Federal Seed

Certification and Registration Department under Section 22A;

(7) in clause (vi), renumbercd as aforcsaid. for thc word "Agency", dre

words "and Registration Depa(menl'shall be substitutcd;

(8) after clause (vi), ren um hcred as afbresa id, th e following ne$ c lauses

shall be inserted, namel-v:-

"(vii) "Federal Seed Committee" means Federal Seed Committcc
constituted under section 22I:
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that modify, rccombine and transfergenes or segmenls ofgenetic
matcrial and includes recombinant d€oxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
techniques that transfer Senes or segments ofgenetic ,naterial
between genotypeand also apply to p lant varieties derived from
a living modified organism;

(ix) "honiculture nursery" means any grounds or premises on which
nursery plants are propagatedt grown or procured for resale

and held for sale throughoutthe year;

(9) after clause (ix), inserted as aforesaid, the following clauses shall be

inserted, namely:

"(x) "hybrid" means (l) the first generation offspring of a cross
ber\\ een two indi\ iduals Iplants) drffering in one or more tcnes:
(2) the progeny ofa cross between species of the same genus

or ofdifferent genera;

(xi) "misbranded seed" means a seed il

(j) it is a substitute for, or resembles in a manner likely to
deceive, another plant variety or hybrid ofseed under the
name ofwhich it is sold, and is not plainlyand conspicuously
labellcd so as lo indicale its lrue nature'

(ii) it is falsely statcd to bc theproductofany placeorcounqv;

(iii) it is sold by a name which belongs to another kind or plant
varieB or hybrid ofseed;

(iv) false claims are made for it upon the label or otherwise;

(v) when sold in apackagewhich has been sealed orprepared
by. or al the inslance of, theperson engaged in seed business

and which bears his name oraddress, the contents ofeach
package are not conspicuously andconectly stated on the
outside thereof within the limits of variability prescribed

under rhis Acti

(vi) the package containing itorthe labelonthe package, bears
any statement, design or device regarding the quality or
the kind or plant variety orhybrid ofseed contained therein,
uhich is false or misleading in any matcrial particular or if
the packagc is othcrwise deccptive with respcct to its



548 THE GAZETTE OF PA KISTAN, EX]-R^., JULY 29, 2015 [P^Rr I

(viii) its label contains any reference to regislration othcr than
registration number;

(ix) its label dc,es not cantain a waming or caution which may
be necessary and sulficient, if complied with, to protect
human, animaland plant lifeand health ortoavoid scrious
prejudice to the environment;

(x) the packaSe containing itorthe label on thepackagc bcals
the name ofa fictitious individual or company as the dealer
ofthe kind or pladt variety or hybrid; or

(xi) it is not lab€lled in accordance with the requiremenls of
this Act or the rules made thereundcr:

"(xiv) -person" means any natural or legal entilv and includes an

association of persons, firrn. pannership, societ_v, group of
persons, a public or privatc limited conrpany! corporalion,
coop€rative society or an), olhcr body corporate:";

(ll) in clause (xx), renumbcred as aforcsaid for the words and figure
"National Registration Agency und€rsection 8". the words and figurc
"Federal Seed Certification Depa(ment under scction 22A" shall be
substiluted:

(vii) it is not rcgist€red in the manner required by or undcrthis
Act;

(12) for clause (x-xiii), renumbered as aforesaid, the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

(10) after clause (xiii), .enumbered as aforcsaid, the following new c lauses

shall bc ins€rted. namely;-

'{xriii) "seed" means any ofthe branded rcproductive or vcgctative
propagating material ofthe planls of fie ld crops, vegeEblecrops,
fiuits, spices, med icinal herbs, flowers, shruhs, forest trees, other
plant speciesand mushroom spa\rn uscd Iorsowing or planting
thc genera or species prescribed by the Federal Governmcnt";

(13) after clause (XXIV), renumb€rcd as aforesaid. the following new
clause shall be insened, namely:-

"(xxv) "seed business" means any commercial operation of seed
involving production- proccssing, conditioning, packaging,
distribution, import and expon ofseeds i
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(14) After c lause (xxvi), renumber€d as afortsaid, the following new clause

shall be inserted, namely:-

(rxvii) "seed dcaler" meansany pcrson rcgistered as seed dealer undcr
drisAct":

(15) after clause (xxviii ), renumbcred as aforesaid, th€ following new
claus€shall b€ inserted, namely:-

"(xxix) "s!:ed processing" means the process b] which sccds and plantind

materials are dried, threshed, shelled, ginned or delinted
(in cotton), clcaned, graded or trLatedi'

( 16) in clauses(pL\), renumbcred as aforesaid, the word -'and". occurring
atthe end shall be omitted:

(17) afler clause (xxx), renumbered and amended as aForcsaid, the
following ncw clause shall be inserted, namely:

"(xxxi)'lerminalorteclrnolory" mea s genetic modification that includes
gene or gene scquences which restricl germination oflhe seed

produced by the plant vari€ty or hybrid during the next subs€quent

vearofplanting;";

(18) anerclause (x[xi).rcnumbered and inscrled as aforesaid,lhc following
new clause shall be inse(ed. narrely:-

''(xxxii) ''lruthfully labelled sced" means-sced ofa rEgistered varicry or
hybrid produccd locally or imported and which confonns to
standards as prcscribed under the rulesi'; and

( 19) in clausc (xxxiii), renumbercd as aforesaid. for full slop at the end a

scmicolon and word '; and" shall be substituted and thcreafter the
[ollowingnew clausc shall be added. namely:-

"(xxxiv) "\ ariety evaluation committee ' means the comm ittcc constituled
forevaluation ofcandidate crop va.ieties in the country as may
be prescribed.".

4. Amendmcnt of section 5. Act XXIX of 1976.-ln the said Act. in
scction 5, for the \!ord "Agency , thc llords _and Registralion Depanrncna' shail
bc substituted.

:i. Amendmetrt ofsectior 3. Act XXIX of 1976, In the said -Acl. in
section 3. for lhe words 'ofAgriculture" the words "the Ministry concerned" shall
be substiluted-
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5. Amendm€nt of section 6, Act XXIX of 1976.-ln the said Act, in
section 6, in lhe marginalnote Forlhc word -Agency" the words "and Registration
Dcpartnent ' shall be substiluted.

(l) in the marginal note, for the word'Agency", the words "and
Registration Departnent" shall be substituted;

(2) for thc word "Agcncy", the words "and Registration Deparlment"
shall be suhstituted;

(3) in clause(i), for the words and semicolon "seed Certification Officer;
and", thc words afld sem icolon "persons engaged in the s€ed businessi'
shall be substituted; and

(4) in clause 0), for full stop at the end, a semicolon and the word "i and"
shall be substituted and thereafler thc following ncw clauses shall be

added, namely:-

"(k) conduct pre registration check ing ofvarieties of both publ ic and
privale sectors submittcd for lhc purpose ot-
(i) determining aSronomic value regard in8 regional suitability

for regisrration as a plant variety or hybrid evaluated by
variet-v evaluation committee;

(ii) providingdefi nitivebotanicaldescription of plantvarieties:
and

(iii) providing information on Elenelic su ilabilit]' and adaptabil iry

ofvarielies:

(l) registerscedvarietiesaRerconduclingpre-regislmtion checking
under clause (k);

(m) publish a lisl ofregistered planl varieties:

(n) p€rform such odrer functionsas the National Seed Council may

entrusl to it; and

(o) propose proccdures formaintaining purityofthc seed stock and

conduct research in seed science and technology.'.

6. Omission of sections 7 and 8, Act XXIX of l9?6.-ln the said
AcL sections 7 and 8 shall be omitted
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(l) in the marginalnote, forthe word "notified", the word "plant" shall be
substituted; and

(2) the existing provision shall be numbered a-s suEseclion (l) of that
seclion and after sub-seclion (l), numbered as aforesaid,-

(a) tbrcl6use (d), the following shallbe substituted, namely:-

"(d) any other rcquircmcnt as may be prescribed has becn
complied with.";and

(l) in sub-section(l) tbr thc word "Agency", the words "and Registration
flepartment" shall be subslituted;

(2) in sub-section (2). in c lause (a), a fter the word "assistance", the words
'bf law enforcement agcncy or d istrict adm inistration'' shal I be inserted;
and

"(2) No person shall scll, adve(ise or hold in stock for salc.
seed ofany planl varietyorhybrid banned or notapprovcd
by the Federal Govemment ora Provincial Government.".

8. Amendment ofsections 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, lt and 19, Act XXIX
of 1976.-ln the said Acl, in sections 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, l8 and 19, lorthe word
"Agency"- wherevcr occurring, the words "and Registration Depanmenf shall be
substitut€d.

(b) after suFsection ( l), numbered and amended as aforesaid, the
Ibllowingne$ sub-section shall be added. namely:-

9. Amcndment of section 20, Act XX-D( of 1976.- In tbe said Act.
in section 20.-

(3) sub-section (l ) shall b€ om ilt.}d

10. Amendment of section 21, Acl XXIX of 1976.-ln tlre said Act,
in scction 2l, in sub-section ( I ), for the *,ords "crop ofany sccd ofany notified or
cnlisted variety", the words "seed ofany crop" shall be substituted.

I l. Ins€rtion of new seclions 22A, 228, 22C, 22D, 228, 22F, 22G
22H,22I and 22J, Act XXIX 1976. In the saidAct. aflcrscctiur 22. thc [ollowing
ne$ sections shall be insefted, namely:
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"22A. Registratior or cnlisting of platrt variety or hybrid.-
( l)An application for registra(ion ol plantvariety or hybrid shallbe made in
such form and be accompan ied by such fee and shall contain such inlonnation
as may be prescribed.

(2) Subject 1() thc provisions ofsection 22E, lhe lederal Seed Cerrilication
and Registration Depdrtment may reSistcr or enlist, or refuse to register
or cnlist- a plant variety or hybrid as may be prescribcd.

(3) Thc plantvarieties or hykids imiortcd for g€neral cultivation would
bc rcgistered orenlisted bv Fcdcral Seed Certificalionand Registration
Deprrtment on the basis ofthe results ofmulli-localion trials for at
Ieast two crop seasurs wilhin Pakistan as may be presc.ibed.

(4) Ifat anytime afterrcgistmtion ofa plant variety orhybrid. the Federal
S€€d Certification and Regislralion Department is salisfied, eilheron
a reference made to il by any person ororganiralion in this behalfor
otherwise. that the registration or enlisting granted by it has been
obtained by misrepresentation or suppression of essential factor
conditions of rcgistration has been changed. then Federal Seed
Cenification and Registration Depannrent may cancel rcgistration or
enlisling of the plant variety or hybrid in such manncr as may be
prescribed.

(5) For the purposes of this Act. a registcr of all rcgistered or enlisted
plart varielies or hybrids to be called National ReBisterofSecds shall
be kept by Federal Seed Certification and Registmtion Deparlrrent
rvhercir all spcciticarions, as nray bc frcscribed. shall bc maintained.

(6) The Federal Seed Certification and Rcgistmtion Department shall,
within such intervals and in such manner as it thinks appropriate, publish
the national lirt ofplant varieties orhybrids registcred or enlisted during
that interval.

228. Rcgistration to do seed busiDess.-{l) Any person may
m ake application, on the form as may be prescribed. forregislmtion ofseed
business in Pakistan.

(2) fhe applicalio fonn. under sub-seclion (1), shall accompany such
fcc as may bB prescribed-

(i) The Minislry, dealing with suhjcct-nratter ofseed, after making such
enquiry as may be prescribcd. shall grantregistration 10 the applicant
specified undcr sub-scctior ( I ).

(4) Every registralion Srantcd under this Act shall remain valid for five
years 6r]m thc date ofissue ofthe regislration u lcss ear-lier suspended
or cancelled.
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(5) Every holder of d1e rcgiskation .csirous to rcncw lhc r€Sistration

shall. before the e\piry ofthe reg ir tration period. make an application
for renewal to the Dircctor Ceneral. Federal Seed Ccnification and

Rcgistration Departmcnt together with such fee as maybe prescribed.

(6) On receipt of application under suEsection (5) and a renewal
prescribed, the Director Ceneral, Federal Seed Cerrification and
Regisrralion Departnent, may renew the regisEation fbr another period
of fivc yoars.

(7) In case the application urider sub-section (5) is madc afierlhe expiry
ofthe registr:rtion, the registration may be renewed on payment ofan
additional fee ofone thousand rupees for each month or part thereof,
in addilion to thc fee for reneu'al ofregistration.

(6) The registration shallbe deemed cancelled. if-
(a) the registralion is not rencwed wilhin six months after the date

ofexpiry ofthe registration; or

(b) the holder ofthe registration lhils lo do busincss fior at least
lhree years; or

(c) the holder ofthe registrario is found to b€ in vioiation ofany
provision ofthisAct.

22C. Regis(ration of seed dealer. {I) No person shall sell crop
seeds at arry placc except undcr thc lcrms and conditions of dealership
license !{ranted to him under this Act.

(2) Provisional dealership licensc $ ill be granted for one year without
pre-cond ition of prescribed training.

(3) Any pcrson having reccivcd prescribed training from the Federal Se€d
Cenificat ioD and Registration l)epartment may, for rcgular registration
and grall ol licens€ undcr this Acl, apply to Provincial Covemment
on prescribed ionn acco,npanicd by such fee as may be prescribed.

(4) The Provincial Govcrnmcnt shall, after making such inquiry as may
be necessary'. gran! registration to the applicant or otherwise decide
the applicalion \vithin llrrcc rn onlhs after its filing.

(5) Evcry lice'rcc issued undcr this Act shall unless earlier suspended or
canccllcd earlier. remain valid tbr three vears lrom lhe date of its

(6) Every holder ofa licence desiring to renew the licencc shall, before
thc crpir,v oflicence. apply to Ihe Provincial Gov€rn,rent For reneu,/al

olthe licencc on paymcnt of such fee as may be prescribcd.
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(7) On rcceipt ofapplii lilnr and tee undcr sub-scction (6), thc Provincial
6()vemment, on the ,.c(nn mendation ofthc ReSional Director. Federal

Seed Ce(iflcation ind Regislration Department. may renew the
licence for another three yeani.

(8) Every s€ed dealer shall clearly display at his placc of business the
sale priccs ofditl-erent crop secds held by him including the opening
and closing stocks on a daily basis.

(9) The liccnce ofany seed dealer shall be liable to be cancelled ifhe is
foundtobe in violation ofan_y provision ofthisAct.

22D. R€gistration ofsced processing units. <l) No pcrson shall
Daintain a seed proccssina unitunless such Lrnil is registeredb) the Federal
Covennnent underthis Act.

(2) The Federal Govcmment shallrcgisler seed processingunit iiitmeets
the specificalioos prescribed in terms of infrastructure, equipment
and qualified man powcr.

(l) Every applicaliori for registration shall be nrade in such folm and
nranner and accompanicd by such fee as nrav be prcscribed.

(4) The l-ederal Govemmcnt may, aftermaking such inquiry and subject
to such conditions as il lhinks fit. grant a ccrlificate formaintaining a
secd processing unit in such form as may bc pr€scribed.

(5) Every seed prolcssing unitshall firmish periodic retums in such lbrm
and at such time as ma) be prescribed.

[6) The regi5tration .hall be cancelled. if-

(a) it has been obtained by misreprescntation as to a material
particu lar rc latin g to the specificat ion i n term s of infrastructure,
equipmcnl aDd qralilied rndn po\\'er:,.r

(b) thc rcgislration holder is found lo b€ in violalion ofany provision
ofthisAcl or rulcs rnade thereunder.

22t1. R€stricrions. No perlon shrll

(a) conduct seed business in Pakistan unless such person is
regi$t€red lo do so under sectio0 228, 22C or section 22D:

(b) impor! sell, stock or exhibit for sale, barter orotherwise supply
any seed of any variety or hyhrid which is not registered or
enlisted under this Act for cultivalion in Pakistanr or
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(c) import, scll, stock orexhibit forsale, ba(er or otherwise supply
' any seed of any varietyorhlbrid if misbranded.

22F. Establishmcnt of seed tcsting laboratories.-Thc Federal

Goveftmcnt may, by notification in thc official Gazette, allow accreditcd

seed laboratories in the public and prjvatc sectors to carry out analysis of
sced ofany kind or planl varieo or hybrid underthisAct in such tranner as

may be prescribed.

22G. Rcgistration of genetically modified plrnt varieli€s.-
N otwidrstand ing anything cootained in th is Act no .cgislral ion of genelical ly
modified plant variery or h),brid shall be made, ifthe applicalion for registration

does Dot accompany-

(a) an affidavit tiom the applicant declaringthat such variety docs

not contain any genc or gene sequence involving terminator
rechnolosr';

(b) a cerlificate from the National Biosrf'ely Committcc establishcd

b) the Fcderal Govcmment lo the eftect that the trails of
genet ically mod illcd varieo or hybrid shall have no advcrse effect
on the eD!ironment. human. anirnal or planr li[c and health; and

(c) tiold dala of two crop season lrials in respect ofBiosafety and

perforrnance as prescribed.

22H. Horticulture nur:scries lo hc registercd.-11) No pcrson

shall conduct or carry on thc business of ho(icuhure nursery uoless such

nursery is registcred $'ith the Federal Seed Certification a.nd Registration

Dcpallment in consultation with Provincial Goveflrment.

(2) Every application for registration under sub-section (l) shallbe made

ill such fomr and contain such particuiars and shall be accompanied

b-v such fte as may bc prescrib€d-

22I. fcd€ral Se€d Committ€e,-Th€ Federal Government may,

by notificalion in lheofllcial CaTrtte, constitut€ the Fedeml S€cd Committee
consistinS o fa Chaifinan and mem bcrs reprcsenl ing the l'edcra, Go! ernment

and Provincial Agriculture Departments. l'ublic and Private secd scctors,

progrcssive farmers and any experts to perlorm such lunctions as may bc
prcscribed.

22J. yzriely Er?luarion Commillce,-l he Federal Govemmcnt
ma), by notification in thc official Gazette, constihrle the varicty Evaluali()n

Committee to evaluate cand idate lincs, cultivars and varieties ofpublic and
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12. Substitution of s€ction 23, Act XXIX of 1976.-ln the said Act.
forsection 23 thc following shall bc :i ubstitu ted. namel,:-

''21. Offences ard penalties. WhoevL'r

(a) conlravenes any pro!ision or an) rule under thisAct;or

(b) irrpons, solls, holds in stocks or exhibits for sale or barter or
olhe,isesupplyanyseedofany kindorplantvarielyorhybrid
decrned to bc misbrandcd; or

(c) imports, sclls. holds irr stock or cxhibils lbr salc or barl€r or
othcrwise supply any sccd ofany kind or pla nt varisty or hybrid
which is not a registered orcnlisted plant variety orhybrid; or

(d) preverts a Secd Certificalion Officer or a Ssed Inspector from
takinB a sample or inspecting seed underthisAct; or

(e) Prevents any official f(rm exercising any po*er conferred on
him b) or undcr thisAcl,

shall be punishable.-

(i) lbr lhc firsl ollcflce. with imprisonrnent for a term which
mat'extend to three months or with fine not excccding
two hundred thousand nrpecs; and

( ii) forclcry subscquent offcnce. * ith irnprisonmcnt for a rcrm
which may extend to six months or with finc notexcceding
stx hrrndred th,,rrsand rupccs or bolh. .

13. Amendment of scction 24. Act XXIX of 1976.-ln dle said Acl.
in section 24. after the \lord "notificd", the word "or enlisled" shall be inscrted.

14. Amendment oI se'jtion 28, Act XXIX of 1976.-ln the said Act.
in scclion 28, for clause (a), lhe follolr ing shall be substiiutcd, namcl)': -

"(a) aD oftlcer or autho ly subordinale lo Provincial Covcnlment: or".

private scctors and inrpcrtJd seed material, for diseascs and agronomic
values ofall fields and hodiculture crops as prcscrihed. -

A\,I] [D PL]R\/I]2.
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