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Chief Editor6 s Not e

The month of March bears a great historical importa@re23“ March, the Muslims of
Indiademanded a separate homeld&ydhdoptinga resolutionn its threeday general sessiaf
All India Muslim Leaguein Lahoreon March 2224, 1940, which called for the creation of
'independent states' for Muslims in nevtlastern and easteBritish India This year, he Nation
commemorated Pa ki s@&@ awi tDeathgsiasen@he President of Pakistan, Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Speaker National Assembly andplty Speaker National Assembiy their
PakistanDay messages reiterated itheetemination to make Pakistan a strong democratic
nation.

In National Asembly, March was a busy month, especially from the committee meetings
point of view.An important event was thé"Sneetingof Standing Committee on Information,
Broadcasting and National Heriagl're meetingvas dedicatefbr discussing the importance of
Pakistad s Mot her Tongues, their Nationalintettkanguag
provincial harmony along with reviewing a Concept Paper on the National Language
CommissionOver 35 speaks, Linguiss, Experts andcademia hadbeen invited from
all overPakistan for heir valuable input on theubject. Balochi Balti, Brushaski, Brahui,
Hindko, Khowar Kashmiri, Pahari, PashtBunjabi, Saraik Shina, Sindhi and other
Mother Tongueswere amply highlightefom participaits representing the diverageas of
Pakistan.

The Hindu Marriage Act waalso introdued in the Houseluring March. Thisbill has
significance as it is a very pertinent legislation for protecting the matrimonial rights of
minorities. Moreover, Standing Committee on Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics
and Privatization elected Ms. Shazatima Khawajas the Chairman Standing Committéds
hoped that Committee will play its constructive role indpeaning budget.

Thank You

Ch. Mukhtar Ahmed
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| congratulate entire Pakistan and Pakistanis living all over the worlde@usipicious occasion

of Pakistan Day. This day is very important in our history dsskn Resolution was passeéd

years ago on the same day in Lahore Minto Park. This resolplay@d a vital role in the

struggle for independence under the leadership of @uaAmhm and the banner of Muslim

League. Today, we need to follow the same guiding principles of @&id am namel y A Un
Faith Disciplineo aongdemacracy. Pakistangs going thioumma tought o a
time, facing variouscchallengedike terrorism, violence, extremismnd sectarianisnetc. The

present government is making serious and sincere efforts for resolving these prdtisras.

occasion to reitate our pledge towards those principles which led to the creation of Pakistan.
Pakistan was made through democratic struggle and it is democracy which will lead this country

to progress; a country where all people of various races, ethnicities andnrelmgitd live

peacefully together and utilize their potential to makedbimtry a strong democratic power

Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

MNA
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Session

National Assembly was summoned by the
presidentto meet on Monday, the 94
March 2014 at 4.00 p.m. This is th&0"
Session of the First Parliamentary Year of
the 14" National Assembly. The session was
in progress tathe time of publication othe
Gazette.The important legislativebusiness
of the 7" session is summarized herewith:

A. Bills

Bill Passed

One bill was passed by the National
Assembly on 24 February 2014.

Federal Public Service Commission

(Amendment) Act, 204

The Bill seeks to amend the dexal Public
Service Commissio@rdinance, 1977 (XLV
of 19 77) with theobjective to attract the
highly qualified and skilled persons to join
the Commission. Presently, theembers of
the Commission, upon congtion of term,
are not eligiblefor further employment in
the service oPakistan. This is discouraging

well qualified persons to join the
Commission on one hand and is an
impediment in benefiting from the

experience ofvell qualified persongor the
public service later on, if their fther
employment is required ta constitutional
office in public interest.

GovernmentBills Introduced

No government bill was introduced in
sittings of National Assembly in the month
of March, 2014.

Private Members Bills Introduced

Two bills were introduced in National
Assembly by private member. These bills
along with their short introductions are listed
below:

1. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act,
2014

The Act is furtherto amendthe Pakistan
Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) the
Criminal Procedure Cod@Act V of 1898

and theQanune-Shahadat Orde(Order X
of 1984).

The object of this Bill is twofold: to amend
the procedural andubstantive law on rape
SO as tarecognize and tackldé¢ lapses and
challenges in the invegation and
prosecution of theffence; and to sensie
the law to the needs drvulnerabilities &
the rape victim. The proposedmendments
take direction from and are in line with the
recomnendations regarding theonduct of
rape trials made by theddorableSupreme
Court of Pakisan in judgment repotted in
2013SCMR 203.
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2. Hindu Marriage Act, 2014

The object of this Bill is to provide a spial
form of marriage and divorceamong
Hindus. The Provision of the isaAct has
also been applied tarretrievable break
down of Marriages in HindusThis Act is
applicable to everperson who is Hindu by
religion in any of its forms.

B. Ordinances

No ordinance has been laid in February
2014

C. Resolutions

The following two resolutions were moved
in the National Assembly during the month
of February.

1. The Government should provide
National Identity Cards to the Citizens

while recalling the Quote of the Father of
the Nation, Quaige-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah stating that "No nation can ever be
worthy of its existence that cannot take its
womenalong with the men. No struggle can
ever succeed without women participating
side by side with meno,
Women Parliamentarians for actively and
substantively performing their legislative,
oversight and representative roles and
working collecively for the women's socio
economic and political empowerment.

This House further appreciates the role of
Women's Parliamentary Caucus that brings
together women Parliamentarians on one
platform, and helps join hands to promote
and build consensus in tHearliament on

issues related to the empowerment of
women and other critical issues related to
sustainable development of the country; and

free of cost(March 4, 2014) of being an inspiration for women
parliamentarians across the world.
AThi s House i s of t he opinion t hat t he

Government should take steps to provide
National Identity Cards to the citizens free
of cost in the Countr

2. Resolution moved on the occasion of
International Women's Day (March 7,
2014)

On the occasion of international Women's
Day in the year 2014, this August House

#1 ., , 3 | .

The International Women's Day provides an
opporunity to the Women Parliamentarians
gp_orbce again aspire change and commit to
work towards equality and economic, social
and political rights of women in line with
the  constitutional obligations  and
international commitments of the state of
Pakistan.

NA Acting Speaker Underlines the Need to

Enhance Parliamentary and Economic
Cooperation  between  Azerbaijan and
Pakistan

Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Acting Speaker
National Assembly has said that Azerbaijan
and Pakistarwere intertwined in bonds of

religion, culture and history, therefore,
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Pakistan attaches great importance to its
relations with Azerbaijan. He expressed
these views in a meeting with Ambassador
of Azerbaijjan H. E. Dashgins Shikarov
during his to Embassy fo Azerbaijan,
Islamabad on 3March 2014.

Murtaza Javed Abbassaid that both the
countries havem

huge economic-

potential which =

needs to bei /
exploited for —1 : W |
mutual benefit. Hei 3

said that huge*®™]| |*:

investment

opportunities were

exist in Pakistan g
especially in =
energy, industry, il

that his government also strongly desires to
have congenial relations with Pakistan. He
said that a stable Pakistan was imperative
for the peace in thesgion; therefore, it has
always supported Pakistan on all regional
and international forums. He assured the
Acting Speaker of all out support of
[ty w  Azerbaijan - to

meet the energy
crises in
Pakistan. He
informed  that
negotiations
between  both

the governments
for setup of Five

Thermal Power
technology =1gle]  Acting Speaker Murtaza Javed Abbasi and Ambassador of Republi PI’Oj?CtS n
infrastructure Azerbaijan Dashgin Shikarov Shaking hand during visit to AzerbaijJllatz UUSI = g BERTET (]
sectors. He said Embassy, Islamabad under process.

investors of Azerbaijan can be benefited
from these opportunities. He said regular
interaction between the political leadership,
parliamentarians and people of both the
countries would be helpful in exploring
avenues of possible cooperation. The Acting
Speakersaid that parliamentarians of both
the countries could also play an important
role in creating better understanding
between both the countries. He apprised the
Ambassador that a  Pdkerbaijan
friendship group has been constituted in the
National Assemblyto further strengthening
the relations between the Parliaments of
both the countries. He also thanked
Azerbaijan for gracious assistance during
2005 earthquake. He also suggested to
declare Nosherwan town in District
Abbottabad and Nosherwan town in
Azerbaijan as a twin town.

Ambassador of Azerbaijan H. E. Dashgins
Shikarov agreed with Acting Speaker said

He was confident that the agreement in this
regard will be signed soon. The Ambassador
also apprised the Acting Speaker about the
orphanages which have been established
with the supporof Azerbaijan in Pakistan.
He presented an invitation on behalf of
Deputy Speaker of Azerbaijani Majlis
(National Assembly) to Acting Speaker to
visit Azerbaijan.

"Turkey and Bahrain; Time -Tested

Friends of Pakistan": says NA Speaker.
Wednesday, 19th March, 2014

Speaker, National Assembly of Pakistan,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has met H.E. Cemil
Cicek, Speaker of Grand National Assembly
of Turkey and Mr. Jamal Fakhro, Deputy
Speaker of Shura Council of Kingdom of
Bahrain on the sidelines of the 130th Inter
Patiamentary Union (IPU) General

Assembly meeting in Geneva.
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Talking to the Turkish counterpart, the recalled that Turkey had always endorsed
Speaker said that that friendship betweenthe Pa ki st andés i nitiatives,
two brotherly countries is time tested and the PAECO and in the same spirit would
has roots in history. This fact cannot be also support the candidature of Ms. Shazia

= , Rafi. He assured that Turkey would seek the
r support ofother countries as well. He also
requested Pakistan that in its capacity as a
Member of the IPU, it should help Turkey in
getting the observer status for the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus. Ms. Sibel
Siber Speaker of the Turkish Cyprus was
also presenduring the meeting.

Later, talking to the Deputy Speaker of the
Bahrain Legislature, the Speaker National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that
Pakistan and Bahrain enjoy close and cordial
relations based on mutual trust and
understanding. He said that temaction

between parliamentarians of both the
countries could add substance to the existing
relations besides providing opportunities for
exchanging views and sharing experiences.

H.E. Cemil Cicek, Speaker of Grand National Assemk
Turkey presenting souvenir to Speaker, Sardar Aya
Sadiq after meeting at Geneva

denied that Turkey has ahys been a friend The Speaker admired the recent visit of

in need and stood by Pakistan in difficult ~ King of Bahrain His Majesty ShaikHamad

times. The Speaker underlined the need for bin Isa Al Khalifa to Pakistan which reflects
enhanced interaction between the rejuvenating relations between two brotherly

parliamentarians of both the countries for ~ countries.
further cementing the fraternal relations
between the two countries. He sdidat
parliamentarians of the two sides could play

a meaningful role in the region as
Aparl i amentary diplom
real policy makers to understand each

By reciprocating the support for the
Pakistanos Candi dat e
Generalship of IPU, Ms. Shazia Rafi; the

Deputy Speaker of Bahrain assureuhtt |, o
Bahrain would support Pa

otherso6 points of vi He also extended an invitation to visit . 5| o
in October 2005 Earthquake in AJK and Bahrain on behalf of the Speaker of Bahrain.
KPK was commendable and would always .
be rememberedod, he ad Speaker Balochistan Assembly Calls On
Speaker NA
Mr. Cemil Cicekassured Sardar Ayaz Sadiq _ .
of his countryéds con tSardar Ayaz S_adlq, Speaker Natiopal 9
support to Pakistan in diverse fields. He /ASSembly has said that that democraag
termed the friendship between his country taken roots and all the progressive political
and Pakistan Fa hi t forces were on same page on all impogagt; 4

deeply imbedded in the hearts and minds of national issues. He said this while talking to
Spez_akgrv Bval_ochisft_ag Agsgemvbly Mir Jan

the people® bot h the coun:
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Muhammad Jamali who called on him in the
Parliament House, on 24th March.

Duringt he meeti nga
Parliamentary Business, Committee System
and important issues of national and public
interest were discussed. The Speaker shared
his vision about the austerity measures,
electrification through solar and establishing
paperless environment in the National
Assembly with his provincial counterpart.
He also shared the proactive and vibrant
Parliamentary Friendship Groups
established in National Assembly.

Both the Speakers discussed holding of
Speaker 6s Con badinenaac e

future. During the meeting, Mir Jan
Muhammad Jamali asked the Speaker
National Assembly of his support for

capacity building of Members and staff of
Balochistan Assembly through Pakistan
Institute for Parliamentary Services (PIPS).

Kazakh Envoy Calls on Speaker NA

Speaker, National Assembly has said that
Pakistan attaches great importance to its
relations  with
Kazakhstan and
strongly desire
to further
strengthen those
relations
through
enhancing
parliamentary
and economic

who called on him in the Parliament House
on 25th March.

ma t t eSardar Ayaz Sadig said that Pakistan sand

Kazaklstan shared views and perceptions on
global issues and supported each other on
regional and international forums. He said
that it was heartening to note that both the
countries were desirous for peace and
prosperity in the world. He said that both the
courtries ought to strengthen their
parliamentary linkages through enhancing
interaction between both the legislatures.
The Speaker was pleased to note that
interaction between parliamentarians from
either side through Pdakazakhstan
Parliamentary Friendshiprgup could bring
both the brotherly countries more closer.
The Speaker proposed for an enhanced
interaction between business communities of
both the countries for mutual benefit. He
said that immense potential for investment
exists in oil exploration, engy generation,
agriculture and other sectors of economy.

Ambassador of Kazakhstan Mr. Bakhitbek

Shabarbayev thanked the Speaker for his

kind remarks and said that his country also
values its
friendship
with Pakistan
and was keen
to strengthen
its relations
and enhance
cooperation
with Pakistan
in all sectors

cooperation. He of the
said that both§ N e L economy. He
the cpuntru_es HE Mr. Bakhitbe‘ Shabarvéev Ambassador Republic of Kazakhistan call agrle.ed that
were t_|ed In Speaker NA, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House on 25.03.2014 par |qmenta_ry
everlasting friendship

bonds of religion, history and culture. He
said this while talking to the Ambassador of
Kazakhstan Mr. Bakhitbek Shabarbayev,

groups could play a vital role in enhancing
bilateral relations. He said that interaction
between business communities of both the
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countries couldgenerate economic activity
on either side.

Members of National Youth Assembly
Call on Deputy Speaker NA

Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy Speaker
National Assembly has said that youth is
real asset of the country and its active
participation in the politics ismperative for
strengthening the democratic process in the
country. He said that youth can play vital
role to strengthen the democracy in the
country through its active participation in
political process. He expressed these views
while talking to the mendrs of National
Youth Assembly, on 25th March at
Parliament House.

The Deputy Speaker said that continuity of
democratic process is essential for the
prosperity and progress of the country. He
opined that the real politics needed a lot of

working of National Assembly and its
Standing Committees. The Members of the
Youth Parliament also posed various
guestions which were replied by the Dgpu

Speaker, National Assembly and the
Additional Secretary (Legislation).

Mr. Hanan Abbasi, President, National
Youth Assembly thanked the Deputy

Speaker for providing opportunity to the
Members of the Youth Assembly for a
comprehensive  briefing  about the
functioning of Parliament. He also apprised
the Deputy Speaker about the functioning of
National Youth Assembly.He invited the
Deputy Speaker to participate in Session of
the National Youth Assembly.

Parliamentary Cooperation to Bring
Pakistan and Tajikistan Closer: Says NA
Speaker

Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz

efforts and hard work. He said that Sadig has said that a sustainable progress
challenges has been
confronted by the registered in
country at present Pakistan
was due to Tajikistan
disruption of relations in
democratic different
process in past spheres though;
They underlined§ strengthening
the need for joint . parliamentary
efforts for linkages would
strengthening thef add substance
democracy. He ‘ to the existing
apprised the &+ f& bilateral
participants abou H. E. Mr. Jonnoerai, Ambassador of Tajikistan called on Speake relations. He

the political
system in Pakistan

and structure and functioning of the National
Assembly and its standing committees.

Later, the Additional Secreta(Legislation)
briefed the participants of the meeting about
the organizational setup, formation and

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House on 26.03.2014

was talking to
Ambassador of
Tajikistan Mr. Mr. Jononov Sherali called
on Speaker in Parliament House, on 26th
March.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that Pakistan
attaches great importance to its relations
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with Tajikistan since bdt the countries were
intertwined in eternal bonds of religion,
culture and history. He said that Pakistan
strongly desires to enhance its bilateral,
economic and parliamentary ties with its
brotherly  country. He said that
parliamentarians of both the cotias
through PakTajikistan Friendship group
could play an important role in creating
better understanding between both the
countries.

The Speaker said that huge economic
potential exists on either side which needs to
be exploited for mutual benefit. He said that
regular interaction
between the
political hierarchy
and trading
communities of
both the countries
would be helpful in
further  exploring
avenues of possiblég
cooperation. He
said that Tajikistan

contact and has inked various agreements
for mutual cooperation. He also apprised the
Speaker about the recent developments in
respect of import of energy from Tajikistan.

Russian Ambassador Calls on Speaker,
National Assembly

The Speaker has observed that Pakistan
Russian relations were becoming

multifaceted and acquiring greater depth due
to engagement of political hierarchies and
business communities of both sides. He said
that strengthening of parliamentary linkages
would bring Pakistan and Russia, closer. He

said this while
talking to
Ambassador of

Russia Mr. Alexey
Yurievich Dedov
who called on the
Speaker in
Parliament House,
on 27th March.

The Speaker said

iy
can help Pakistan i =3 that Pakistan
addressing the SRy considers Russia a
energy crisis in the tiiE valuable friend
country. ' agi who has been
BEEFFS OhR partner in
Ambassador elfSardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly shaklng WEGEAT  economic and
Tajikistan \Y/[$8 Alexey Yurievich Dedov, Ambassador of Russia whited on him af infrastructure
Jononov Sherali Parliament House on 27.03.2014 development in

thanked the Speaker for his #invords and
said that his government also strongly
desires to have congenial relations with
Pakistan. He said that a stable Pakistan was
imperative for the peace in the region;
therefore, his government would continue its
support for Pakistan on all reg@&nand
international forums. He informed the
Speaker that Tajik Legislature was also keen
to cement its ties with Parliament of
Pakistan. He said that Tajik and Pakistani
business communities were in regular

Pakistan. He said that constant engagement
from either side has added depth to the
existing relations. The Speaker saidttha
would always endeavour to strengthen the
ties between the legislatures of the two
countries. The Speaker informed the
Ambassador that Pakist&ussia Friendship
group has been established in National
assembly  and interaction between
parliamentarianshrough this forum could
play an important role in creating better
understanding between both the countries.
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Recalling his recent interaction with his
Russian Counterpart in Geneva, the Speaker
said that cooperation and interaction at
international forums auld bring friendly
parliamentarians more closer. The Speaker
pointed out that power generation and oil
exploration sectors were the strength of
Russia, therefore both the countries could
enter into joint ventures for mutual benefit.
He also called for dersification of the
existing collaboration between both the
countries.

Ambassador of Russia Mr Alexey Yaviich
Dedov thanked the Speaker for his klnd
words and said ~ 1

competent and hardworking and they have
proved their abilities across the globele
expressed these views while talking to a
group of students of London School of
Economics who called on him in Parliament
House on 27th March.

The Deputy Speaker said thdgmocracy in
Pakistan was gaining strength and
democratic institutions in the country were
functioning smoothly. He said that
incumbent Government has set its priorities
for the welfare of the people of the country.
He said that provision of education, lika
care and soual amentias were the top
s IEE priorities  of

that his the

government government.
also strongly He apprised
desires to have the  students
congenial about the
relations  with ¥ constitutional
Pakistan. Hef history of

informed  the Parliament as
Speaker that well as

Russian working and
legislature alsoj functioning of

keen to cement® . the National
its ties with Grqup of Students of London School of Eponomlgs Calling on Deputy Spe Assembly and
Parliament of National Assembly Murtaza Javed Abbasi at Parliament House on 26.03. its standing

Pakistan. Head that Russian and Pakistani
business communities were in regular
contact and has inked various agreements
for mutual cooperation. He said that Russia
would certainly help steer Pakistan out of
the present energy crisis in the country. He
also reiteratedthe invitation of Russian
Speaker to Sardar Ayaz Sadiq to visit
Moscow.

A Group of Students of London School of
Economics Call on Deputy Speaker

The Deputy Speaker National Assembly
Murtaza Javed Abbasi has said that
Pakistani youth were highly talented,

committees. He said that the stargli
committees are important organs of the
Parliament and play vital role in legislation,
besides over sighting the policies of
concerned Ministries. He also appreciated
the contributions of overseas Pakistanis for
the development and progress of the
countr.

The students of London College of
Economics took keen interest in legislative
procedure and posed various questions about
the working and functioning of National
Assembly. Later on they also witness the
proceedings of the House.
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German Ambassador Mees NA Speaker

Ambassador of Germany Dr. CyriNunn

called on Speaker National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq in Parliament House, on 28th
March morning.

Talking to the
Speaker, Dr. Nunn
said that he
availed this
opportunity to
meet him and
inform about the
visit of the
Chairman German
Bundestag to
Pakisan. He said
that German

Chairman will be
visiting Pakistan

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq Speaker NA shaking hand with Dr. Cyrill N
Ambassador of Germany who callexh him at Parliament House orjilfe}i

Future Rests in the Hands of the Youth
and Takes Charge of the Country: Says

NA Speaker
Friday, 28th March, 2014

Ayaz Sadiq,

Speaker National
Assembly hassaid

that future of the
country rests in
hands of the youth
and our young
people has all the
capabilities and
potential to steer
the country out of
present challenges.
He expressed these
views while

meeting with a

group of students

during the last _ _ Lahore
week of April, 280820 = University of .
2014. He further said that Chairman Management — Sciences  (LUMS) in

Bundestag was undertaking this visit since
Germany attaches immense to Pakistan.

Referring to the historical association of
Pakigan with Germany, the Speaker said
that Pakistan also attaches importance to its
friendship with Germany and both countries
enjoy excellent cooperative relationship at
political and official levels and between
their peoples.

The Speaker said that the visdf his
German Counterpart along with his
delegation would be adding another chapter
in bilateral relationship besides providing
fresh  opportunity to revive active
cooperation between the legislative bodies
of the two countriesHe was happy to note
that MNAs were enthusiastic to join Pak
German Parliamentary Friendship Group in
the National Assembly.

April 2014

Parliament House, on 28th March.

Talking to the group, the Speaker said that
education is essential for the growth and
development of any country and only those
nations have made progress who accorded
top priority to their edoation sector. He said
that nation has lot of expectations from its
youth and they should equip themselves of
modern time technology and work hard to
coup with challenges confronted to the
country and to come up the expectations of
the nation.

The Speakersaid that Pakistan is facing
menace of terrorism and extremism which
has disrupted civic life of citizens and
economic activity in
committed to peace and stability and
elimination of extremism and terrorism in
the country as well asni t he
added. He said that all the political parties in

10
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Pakistan are on the same page on the issues mechanism which has been established in

of national importance. He called upon the
youth of the country to come forward and
join  hand for the prosperity and
development of the country.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq shared with the students
working and

about the composition,
functioning of the
National L
Assembly and its|#

Standing
Committees. Hell
also  expressedit]

that unnecessar
expenditures have
been curtailed |
keeping in view
of the financial
situation in the
country. He alsog
informed
regarding
steps taken for
austerity
measures in the secretariat whildopting
the electrification requirements through
solar energy with the support of donors and
establishing paperless office.

the [§

He also shared the proactive and vibrant

[P LA t‘- 1

Group photo of Students from Lahore University of Managemen
Sciences, Lahore with Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament

on 28.03.2014

National Assembly.The Speaker informed
about t he Nati onal
Plan through which the capacity of the
Parliamentarians and parliamentary staff
would be enhanced. At this moment Speaker
also informed them about the introduction of
subject/course on Parliamany Practices
and Legislative
Drafting in
universities and

educational
institution all over
the country.

After detail
discussion, the
Speaker also

responded to the
various questions
raised by the
students. The
group thanked the
Speaker for
facilitating them
to visit National Assembly. Later, they
witnessed the proceedings of the Session of
National Assembly. Ms. Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, MNA was also present on the
occasion.

Parliamentary Friendship Groups

1
#/ - - ) 44%% - %%4) . 3
Standing Committee on  Planning, Power Project, Muzaffarabad to have

Development and Reforms held on 1st
March, 2014

A meeting of the Standing Committee on
Planning, Development & Reforms under
the Chairmanship of Mr. Abdul Majeed
Khan Khanankhail, was heloh 1st March,

2014 at the site office Nelum Jhelum Hydro

April 2014

briefing on physical progress of Neelum
Jhelum Hydro Power Project (NJHPP). The
Chief Executive Officer of NJHPP apprised
the Committee that Neelum Jhelum Hydro
Power Project has an installed capacity 969
MW and will gererate 5.15 billion units of
electricity annually and will contribute about
Rs.45 billion to revenue per annum. The
Committee was further apprised the first

11



THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN GAZETTE

Unit of NJHPP will be operational by
December, 2015. However, $500 million are
required for timely ompletion of the

project.

2. The committee directed that all out efforts
should be made to make the 1st Unit of
NJHPP operational by 31st December, 2015
and work on transmission lines be
completed at the earliest. The committee
also recommended that ban othe
recruitment of technical staff for NJHPP be
lifted with immediate effect.

3. The meeting was attended by MNAs Mr.
Qaisar Jamal, Ms. Asiya Nasir, Ms. Shazia
Ashfaq Mattu, Dr. Asma Mamdot, Ch. Jaffar
Igbal, Mr. Iftikhar uddin, Nadeem Abbas

Rabaira & MsShaheen Shafique Chairman
WAPDA, Project Director NJHPP and other
Senior Officers of Ministry of Planning and

Development also attend the meeting.

MS. Shaza Fatima Khawaja elected
Chairperson of Standing Committee on
Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs,
Statistics and Privatization; NA Speaker
and Deputy Speaker congratulate newly
elected Chairperson of the Standing
Committee.

The meeting of the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Finance, Revenue,
Economic Affairs, Statistics and
Privatization held in Parliament House,
Islamabad on 6th March for election of its
Chairperson.

Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja, MNA has been
unanimously elected the Chairperson of
Standing Committees on Finance, Revenue,
Economic Affairs, Statistics and
Privatization. Ms. Nafeesa Shaproposed
the name of Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
while the other members of the Committee
seconded it.

April 2014

Additional  Secretary (C), National
Assembly Shahid Hussain Jillani has
conducted the election of the Chairperson.
He congratulated newly elected Changmn

of the Standing Committees on behalf of
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza
Javed Abbasi Deputy Speaker, National
Assembly and assured her National

Assembly Secretard.i
smooth functioning of the Standing
Committee.

The newlyelected Chairperson thanked the
members of the committee for reposing
confidence and trust in her by electing her
Chairperson Standing Committee and
assured them to make all out efforts to come
up to their expectations and to make the
proceedings of the @omittee meaningful

and result oriented with their cooperation.

Meeting of the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs

A meeting of the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs was
held on 703-2014 at 2:00 p.m in Committee
Room # 7, in National Assembly Secretariat,
Islamabad under the ChairmanshiSairdar
Awais Ahmed Khan LeghariINA ,in

order to have an interactive
di scussion/ session 0
Policy with the

Mr.Riaz  Muhammad Khan ,Former
Secretary Foreign Affairs , Mr.Fazal-
Rehman,Director Strategic Studies Institute
Islamabad and Dr.Akram Shaikh,Former
Deputy Chairman of Planning
Commission/Honorary Professor in NUST,
Islamabad presented their point of view and
re-iterated theneed for Pakistan to enhance
its relationship with China irEconomic
Sector, Water Sector and creation of the
economic corrdoors from Gawadar to
Kashghar were identified as the key focus
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areas that should be pursued through our
bilateral relations wittChina.

The Committee Members thanked the Panel
of Experts for their frank and candled
opinion.

The Committee also expressed its concern
on the recent terrorist activity in China and
expressed complete support and cooperation
to the People of China in alespects. The
recent terrorist incident in China was
strongly condemned by the Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee.

inter-provincial harmony along with
reviewing a Concept Paper on the National
Language Commission.

Over 35 speakers, Linguists, Experts and
Academia had been invited from all over
Pakistan for their valuable input on the
subject. Balochi, Balti, Brusis&i, Brahui,
Hindko, Khowar, Kashmiri, Pahari, Pashto,
Punjabi, Saraiki, Shina, Sindhi and other
Mother Tongues were amply highlighted
from participants representing the diverse
areas of Pakistan.

Commo n Confusions bet we
Mian Najeebuddin Awaisi, Mr.Muhammad Language & Official Laguageo and
Khan Daha, Makhdoom Khusru Bakhtyar, &é Language & Di al ect 06 w

addressed. It was established that a National
Language is a language which is the Mother
Tongue of people; and enjoys use in the
political, social, and cultural realms.
National Languages are mostly multigte

one country. Whereas, an official language
is one which is used for the operations of the
Government. Official Languages are mostly
maximum two. Consequently,
Languages are symbolic and

Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan, Dr.Shireen
Mehrunnisa Mazari, MBlaeema Kishwar

Khan and Mr.Mehmood Khan Achakzai
MNAs attended the meeting.

Fifth meeting of the Standing Committee
on Information, Broadcasting and
National Heritage

one or
National

Fifth meeting of the Standing Committee on

Information, Broadcasting and National Official Languages are pragmatic. Similarly,
Heritage was held on 13th March at 2:00 thereis a distinction between Language and
p.m. in Committee Room No.7, Parliament Dialect on the b&i s of 6mut u
House, ! i Fip ‘ intelligibility.
Islamabad. The ’ &
meeting was | It was
presided over by reiterated
Ms. Marvi during  the
Memon, meeting that
MNA/Chairpers the
on of the = importance
Standing of National
Committee. Language
Ms. Marvi Memon, Chairperson Standing Committee on Information, . . wa_s
The purpose of Broadcasting &\ational Heritage, chairing the Committee meeting at Imperative In
the meeting was Parliament House on 13.03.2014 National
to discuss the history and importance of Harmony. Member of the Standing

T o rCommittee agreed that Languagehe main a |
source of communication, so it is also the

Pakistands Mot her
Language status, and their role in ciregt
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best means to bring divergent people
together. Developed countries have declared
their major Mother Tongues as National
Languages. This has helped reduce
differences between different types of
people 1iving in one Country. The
Committee was informed that National
Languages were generally multiple in
numbers as can be observed globally. A few
amongst the many Countries having
multiple National Languages were, China
(9), India (22), Belgium (3), Namibialg),
Singapore (4), South Africa (13), Spain (5)
and Switzerland (4). This has been a major
contributor in nation building.

It was agreed in the meeting that it was high
time that habitants of the same society
should use their languages for unity and
bette understanding between each other.
Pakistani society is a hub of ancient
languages. Unfortunately, Pakistan since its
inception, instead of recognizing &

celebrating linguistic diversity, started its

journey by denying the distinct historical

status of tkse languages. Diversity and
recognition of these languages will be the
path for nation building, which is acutely

required.

The Committee further discussed a working
paper on the concept of the National
Language Commission as envisioned by
Pakistan Muslim League (N) President,
Honourable, Prime Minister of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, in PML (N) manifesto. The
P ML ( N) mani festo
currently has many mother tongues but only
one national language which is Urdu and
one official language which is English. In
most nation states, all major mother tongues
are national languages. A National
Language Commission will be set up by the
PML (N) Government to develop criteria for
giving the status of national languages to all

April 2014

maj or | anguages. 0
incorporated the Vision of National
Language Commi ssi on
National Language Commission which
protects and promotes Mother Tongues of
Pakistan, giving them National Language
Status & as a result enhancesation
building, education and productivity of
Pakistan. o

The objectives of the Commission were
outlined as:

1 to develop criteria to give status of
National Language to all major
Mother Tongues of Pakistan

1 to strengthen the Mother Tongues &
ensure their Ingevity in the National
narrative

1 through these, Mother
Tongues/proposed National
Languages, enhance inggmovincial
harmony

1 through these, Mother
tongues/proposed National
Languages, enhance learning
capabilities of Pakistanis & their
productivity

1 promotk national languages and their
teachings

1 to scientifically conduct language
planning, policy, survey through
research.

The Standing Committee also passed

following Resolution unanimously:

ST 1 "we appreciate the importance in
according Paki
tongues like  Balochi, Balti,
Brushaski, Brahui, Hindko, Khowar,
Kashmiri, Pahari, Pashto, Punjabi,
Saraiki, Shina, Sindhi the National
language status.

2. We will not allow the linguicide in
P&istan of its rich Mother Tongues.

-~ & A e~
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3. We understand that all Mother
Tongues of Pakistan belong to all of
Pakistan rather than just one
particular area.

4. We agree that all Mother Tongues
ar e rooted to
entirety and thereby derive their
Nationd status. Their promotion and
this National status will root out
sense of deprivation, prejudices and
create inter provincial harmony.

5. We agree that cultural and linguistic
diversity is an asset for Pakistan,
which  will promote education,
learning and pradkctivity.

6. We understand that this will improve
inter-provincial harmony and create
a national narrative much required
for nation building in Pakistan.

7. We support the establishment of a
National Language Commission
which will ultimately decide which
major Mother Tongues of Pakistan
should be declared as national based
on internationally accepted criteria.
It will develop a language policy,
fully researched, conduct language
scientific  survey and conduct
language planning.

8. We appreciate the efforts of all @
Pakistanis who have made
contributions for this noble and
nation building cause of National
Language status, since inception of
Pakistan.

9. We commit to seeing the legislation
of the National Language Bill
through the proper legislative routes
in the tenwe of this National
Assembly at the earliest.

10.We commit to also protecting the
endangered Mother Tongues of
Pakistan through the National
Language Commission.
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It was decided that the Resolution will be
sent to the Standing Committee on Law,
Justice and Huan Rights so that at time of

review of AThe
Bil |, 20140, it shoul
P a ICommittee. The Committee Members

thanked the Experts for their valuable and
enlightening input.

Mian Muhammad Farooq, Mr. Muhammad
Tallal Chaudy, Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh,
Mr. Tahir Igbal Ch., Ms. Parveen Masood
Bhatti, Ms. Ghulam Bibi Bharwana, Ms.
Marriyum Aurangzeb, Ms. Arifa Khalid

Pervez, Syed Amir Ali Shah Jamote, Mr.
Imran Zafar Leghari, Ms. Belum Hasnain,
Dr. Muhammad Azhar Khan Jadoomda

Ms.Naeema Kishwer Khan, MNAs and
senior Officers of Ministry of Information,

Broadcasting & National Heritage and its
attached Departments.

Maulana Fazlur-Rehman, Chairman
Kashmir Committee expresses his best

wishes for Syed Ali Shah Gillani,
Chaiman, All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

Chairman Kashmir Committee, Maulana
Faztur-Rehman has expressed his best
wishes and prayersfor early recovery of
Syed Ali Shah Gillani, Chairman All Parties
Hurriyat Conferencerom illness. He said
that the veteran leader is the soul of freedom
movement of KashmirAll Pakistan express
their concern on his illness. The honorable
Chairman had specially requested all
Pakistanis to pray for his health.

NA Business Advisory Commitee
Discusses Agenda for the 10th Session of
the National Assembly

The House Business Advisory Committee of
the National Assembly met in Parliament
House, on 28 March afternoon with Sardar

Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly in
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the chair to discuss thmisiness for the 10th NA Speaker Constitutes Oversight
Session of the National Assembly. Committee on NA Strategic Plan

After discussion, it was decided that the Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National
current session of th&lational Assembly Assemblyha constituted,
will continue till 8th April, 2014 and sittings Oversight Commi tteeo
of the National Assembly will be held in National Assembly. Notification to this
morning except Monday. It was further effect has been issued by the National
decided that National Assembly would take = Assembly Secretariat, on 27th March.

up question hour, calling attention notices

and other matters of publimportance for The committee comprises of MNAs Ms.
discussion apart from legislation during the  Marriyum Aurangzeb, Dr. Azra Fazal

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly chairing the meeting of Business Advisory Committee at Parliament
25.03.2014

P

current session. Pechuho, Ms. Asiya Nasir, Mr. Asad Umatr,

Mr. Zahid Hamid, Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz
The meeting was attended by Murtaza Javed Malik, Ms. Saman Sultana Jafri and Mr.
Abbasi, Deputy Speaker, Mr. Zahid Hamid, =~ Omar Ayub.

Minister for Science & Technology, Ch. )
The committee has been mandated to

Muhammad Barjees Tahir, Minister for .
Kashmir Affai d GilaitBalti Sheikh oversee the development of the strategic
ashmir Aitairsand GilgieBaitistan, Shei plan according to the established SMART

Aftab Ahmed, Minister of State for goals and sategic framework of the
Parliamentary Affairs/Chief Whip of the National Assembly, review the progress
Pakistan Muslim League (N), Jam Kamal made on the abovementioned plan on
Khan, Minister of State for Petroleum &  quarterly basis and asses the performance of
Natural Resources, MNAs;Mr. Aijaz the strategic plan.

Hussain Jakhrani, Dr. Arif Alvi, Mr.dbal

. . ) Furthermore, the committee would ensure
Muhammad Ali Khan, Sheikh Salahuddin,

the implementation of the strategic plan in

Moulana Muhammad Khan Sherani, |ine with the set timelines. The committee
Sahibzada Tariq Ullah, Syed Ghazi Gulab would also submit its report alongwith the
Jamal and Dr .Shireen Mazari. recommendations on monthly basis to the

Honourable Speaker. This Strategic Plan
was dsigned for enhancement of the
capacity of the Parliamentarians and

April 2014 16



THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN GAZETTE

parliamentary staff as well as to make the
Parliament vibrant, paperless, Green and

0! 2,)! -%. 41209

environment friendly.

PFGS  Plays
Enhancement of
Says NA Speaker

Role for
Trade:

Pivotal
International

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National
Assembly has said that the Parliamentary
Friendship Groups (PFG) in the National
Assembly were playing their pivotal role to
enhance trade and econorattivities in the
country through strengthening ties with
other Parliaments of the World. He
expressed these views in a meeting with a
six member delegation of the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce & Industry headed
by Mian Tariq Misbah, Acting President
LCCI at Parliament House, on 6th March.
Miss Shaza Fatima Khawaja MNA, Ms.
Yasmeen Rehman Former MNA and Mian
Misbahur Rehman Former President LCCI
were also present on the occasion.

The Speaker said that the awarding of GSP
Plus status by the European Union \yasd
omen for Pakistanos
boost the economic activities in the country

&1 2 %) ' .

6)3)43 |

besides creating more
am proud to share with you that GBRIs
status to Pakistan by the European Union is
the landmark achievement of the Idimatic
interactions, parliamentary diplomacy and
government 6s

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq told the delegation that
the government was introducing investment
friendly policies. This is fact that we are

facing law and order situation and acute
powe shortage, however, | assured you we
will overcome these hurdles collectively and
courageously, he said.

Earlier the delegation informed the Speaker
that due to law and order situation, power
shortage and gas load shedding reduced the
capacity of productin of industries. The
Speaker said that the Parliament and the
government would extend every possible
help to the business community and traders
for smooth and effective running of their
business and trade activities. I

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq Leads Delegation to
130th Assembly of IPU Held At Geneva,

Switzerland
Monday, 10th March, 2014

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National
Assembly attended 130th Assembly of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) being held
from 16 - 20 March 2014 at Geneva,
Switzerland.
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The Speaker, National Assembly led the
Parliamentary Delegation
comprising MNAs; Mrs. Arifa Khalid
Pervaiz, Syed Naveed Qamar, Mr. Shafgat
Mehmood, Maj ® Tahir Igda Mr. Khalid
Magbool, Mr. Raza Hayat Harraj, Senators;
Mian Raza Rabbani, Mr. Farooq H. Naek,
Mr. Baz Muhammad Khan, Mr. Karamat
Hussain  Niazi, Secretary, National
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