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Speech of Speaker, National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Inaugural 

Session of Conference on Peace and Reconciliation in Afghanistan At 

Marriot Hotel, Islamabad 

Bismillah Irr Rehman Irr Raheem 

 Janab Asif Luqmaan Qazi! 

Executive Director of Idara-e-Fikar-o-Amal and the host of the “Qazi Hussain 
Ahmed Memorial International Conference on Peace and Reconciliation in 
Afghanistan”! 

Distinguished international and local delegates! 

Parliamentarians, political and social activists! 

Noted members of the academia, guests, ladies and gentlemen! 

Assalam-o-Alikum 

I feel privileged to join this meeting of scholars, thinkers and leading members of the 
intelligentsia from our Region, who have gathered here to join hands for peace and 
harmony in and around Afghanistan. 

 The fact that this Conference is marked as a tribute to the lasting legacy of Janab 
Qazi Hussain Ahmed further adds to its significance and stature. 

 An ideologue, a scholar and a man of great wisdom, Qazi Sahib will long be 
remembered for his services to the land and people of our entire Region.  

I recall my own association with him when we both worked as Opposition Legislators 
in the 12th National Assembly from 2002 to 2007 --- a time of immense political 
turmoil and regional polarization. The country was under the grip of a quasi Martial 
Law. The political leadership was barred to play its due role and the region had 
become the centre-stage of the global war on terror in the aftermath of 9/11. 

In such challenges, the sagacity and wisdom of Qazi Sahib was a light across the 
dark tunnel. As a key player of the Opposition, he skillfully negotiated the path and 
ensured continuity of the system despite all odds. His untimely death, therefore, has 
left a void, which will take a long time to be filled. 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

When two years back, this dialogue on Afghanistan was initiated by Qazi Sahib in 
2012, he had laid the groundwork by reminding us all that peace in Afghanistan 
could only be brought by an Afghan-grown, Afghan-owned, Afghan-sponsored and 
Afghan-led solution.  
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History, he had warned, is a witness that no foreign-imposed recipe could work in 
this terrain. The irony, however, is that still, the world at large refuses to understand 
this basic thumb rule. There are continued attempts from far and near to remote-
control Afghanistan and through it, keep a check on Pakistan and other neighboring 
countries.  

As a result, today the Afghan war theatre presents a complex maze of vertical and 
horizontal clash of interests.  

  

It is further unfortunate that despite a lot of lip service to the misery of the Afghan 
people, very little distance has been travelled towards healing their age-long 
wounds.  

Ladies and Gentlemen!  

No other nation has been as much affected from this three-decade long quagmire as 
we in Pakistan.The2,640 Kilometers long Durand Line is not only our longest border 
with any of our neighboring States, it is also the thread which weaves our two 
nations into a historict apestry of social, cultural, linguistic, economic, religious and 
fraternal ties. We have shared a common past; we are passing through similar agony 
and we are destined to share a common destiny.  

It is, therefore, all the more important for the leaderships of our two countries to 
create harmony, develop understanding and build consensus amongst ourselves to 
seek solutions of our common problems.  

And the solution is not in pointing fingers but in joining hands. We are not given the 
liberty to choose neighbors. We have to live with them. 

I, therefore, whole-heartedly welcome this 2nd round of dialogue and earnestly hope 
that it will bring us closer to workable solutions. The fact that on both sides, the 
democratically elected governments have been mandated by our people puts an 
added responsibility on our shoulder.  

The Parliament of Pakistan is fully cognizant of its responsibilities. Ever-since the 
May elections last year, there have been significant rounds of critical discussions 
between our parliamentarians at all levels.  

         The Afghan President Excellency Hamid Karzai visited Pakistan in August last 
year, which was followed by a visit by the Prime Minister of Pakistan Mr. Nawaz 
Sharif in November. 

         I met the Afghan Speaker Excellency Ibraheemi in Geneva last October and 
look forward to meeting him again in the coming months in Tehran and Geneva. 

         The Parliamentary Friendship Group with Afghanistan, established under my 
patronage in the National Assembly visited Kabul in December for the 11th Round of 
Pak-Afghan Dialogue. This Dialogue culminated in the adoption of a Joint 
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Declaration, which affirmed the joint commitment to build an environment of peace 
through continued consultations. We now look forward to its next round in Islamabad 
soon. 

All these contacts reflect our common determination to settle our problems 
indigenously. But let us not forget, time is not on our side. Already, there has been 
enough bloodshed and the patience of our people has reached to its maximum. The 
year 2014 is further crucial as it will mark the exit of NATO forces from Afghanistan. 
Let this exit not be another recap of the Soviet troops withdrawal in 1988. Let the 
world not repeat its past mistakes.  

The international players have serious answers to give for some of the lurking 
questions. 

         For example, with the exit of ISAF-NATO, who will be responsible for the salary 
and maintenance budget of Afghan Civilian and Armed Forces?  

         Who will ensure the continuity of the system on democratic footings, ensuring 
the decentralization of power to encourage and enable involvement of all legitimate 
and genuine Afghan stakeholders? 

         Who will guarantee a respectable economic revival of this war-ravaged country, 
which has been left as the world’s most illiterate, mall-nourished, disease-infected 
and gender-imbalanced country? With all the hue and cry of Donor and Investment 
Conferences, the ground reality is that there has been very little effort in this key 
direction to peace. 

Ladies and Gentlemen!  

The lessons of history help us plan for the future. The conditions, threats and 
opportunities that confronted Europe at the end of World War II can give us guidance 
on how to intelligently and effectively address the issue. There is a need of a New 
Marshal Plan and the international powers must not shy away from their 
responsibility. Their mistakes of the past are haunting the entire world today. Let not 
it affect our next generation as well. 

With these words, I thank the organisers once again and wish this Conference the 
very best in its endeavor. 

I thank you all. 

Pakistan Zindabad 

 


