
By the grace of Almighty, the first
parliamentary year of the present
government has successfully come to
an end, and we are well on our way
into the second parliamentary year.
The year has been
eventful and the
House remained
involved in the
legislative business
desp i te  cer ta in
turbulences within.

The year has been
successful and we
may take satisfaction
in the fact that
besides undertaking
other legislative
business, the LFO
controversy came to
an end during the
year.  This speaks of
t he  qua l i t y  o f
goodwill and prude-
nce with which the
Honourable Members of the National
Assembly were disposed to during the
controversy. On taking a stand to put
the controversy to rest, the elected
Members displayed their strong
commitment to democratic values and
to the upholding the supremacy of the
Parliament as a focal point for
discussions on national issues.

The achievement has received
favorable responses from international

organizations and it is a cause of some
satisfaction that the Pakistan
Parliament has been re-admitted to
the IPU, and very soon it is expected
to return to the CPA  fold.

I would like to state here that the first
parliamentary year has won laurels for
us and certain new traditions have also
been established. The work may have
been of lesser quantity but the
Parliament has done exceedingly well
under the circumstances as legislative
business was carried out successfully
and some landmarks were also made
in our parliamentary history. I extend
my gratitude to all my colleagues in
the Parliament for their co-operation

and the role they played in this
connection.  I wish to express my deep
gratitude to the President of Pakistan
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, Mir Zafar Ullah
Khan Jamali the Prime Minister, and

all party leaders and
Members of  the
Assembly  whose
sagacity, states-
manship and strategy
put the sitting Parlia-
ment on the road
map of stronger
democratic lines.

Here, I would also
like to commend the
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e
National Assembly
Secretariat for its
support and efforts
i n  t h e  s m o o t h
work ing  o f  the
Parliament.

I  hope that the
Members of National Assembly will
enjoy reading this Annual Edition of
the National Assembly Gazette, and
appreciate the efforts made in its
production.

 Pakistan Zinda Baad.

(Ch. Amir Hussain)

Speaker Chaudhry Amir Hussain in Chair while conducting the House
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Sardar Muhammad Yaqub,
Deputy Speaker chairing the proceedings of the House

CHIEF EDITORÕS NOTEMESSAGE OF THE DEPUTY SPEAKER

I am delighted to know that the Research Centre is publishing a special
annual issue of the National Assembly Gazette under the patronage of Secretary
National Assembly, which aims to highlight some important events and activities
undertaken in the first parliamentary year of our 12th National Assembly.

All the healthy interests dedicated to pen and paper must be commended
and admired. I, therefore, extend my heartiest felicitation to the Secretary
National Assembly Mr. Mehmood Saleem Mehmood Chaudhry and his team
for the outstanding efforts made in this connection.

It is hoped that the Members National Assembly and other prestigious readers
of this Gazette would be able to benefit from the useful information given
in this Gazette about the first parliamentary year of the 12th National Assembly
of Pakistan as laid out in a comprehensive and concise form.

I pray and trust that this special issue would prove to be a useful document
for its readers.

(Sardar Muhammad Yaqub)

Honourable readers,

T h e  f i r s t
parliamentary
year  of  the
p r e s e n t
government of
Prime Minister
Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamal i
came to an end
on November 15, 2003.  Starting
November 16th, 2002, the year was
eventful and included basic activities
like the oath taking ceremony of the
newly elected Members, the elections
of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker,
and the ascertainment of Prime Minister
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali as the
Leader of the House. Some major issues
were also resolved as part of the
legislative business of the House.

One whole year has gone by and the
new parliamentary year has already
begun with the address of the President
of Pakistan Gen. Pervez Musharraf to
both the Houses assembled together.

It gives me great pleasure to bring out
the Annual Edition of the National
Assembly Gazette 2003, in which an
attempt has been made to include
information on all the major activities
of the House and give reflections of
activities held in the first year in
pictorial form.

It is hoped that the contents of this
edition would be useful and of interest
to you.

Mahmood Saleem Chaudhry
Secretary Nat ional  Assembly,
Editor-in-Chief
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Upon the opening of the new
Parliamentary year, the President of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan General
Pervez Musharraf, on January 17, 2004,
addressed the joint sitting of the
Parliament.

In his address, the President urged to
further strengthen the country's nuclear
and missile deterrent program and to
pursue the goal of a moderate and

welfare Islamic State. The President
called for Jihad against extremism and
urged parliamentarians to prove worthy
o f  s h o u l d e r i n g  i m p o r t a n t
responsibilities.

The President said that Pakistan is
facing some serious allegations at the
international level including the  spread
of  terrorism from tribal areas,
involvement in cross-border terrorism
in Kashmir, proliferation of nuclear
weapons and casting an impression of
an intolerant society.

The President said Pakistan had to take
strategic and long-term decisions
aiming to take the country towards a
shining and glorious future. The
posterity pays a heavy price of our
negligence and Allah Almighty will
never forgive us. He further said we
have to extricate Pakistan from the
crisis of negative impression and put
it on the path of development and
prosperity while playing an active role
for the welfare of Muslim Ummah.

The President stated that Pakistan

needs to take strict action on borders
against the cross border terrorism and
seek peaceful solution to the issue of
Kashmir in accordance with the wishes
of the Kashmiris. A step in this direction
has already been initiated during the
SAARC Summit in February 2004 held
at Islamabad. Being, a responsible
nation we must assure the world that
Pakistan will not allow proliferation of
nuclear weapons. He underlined the
fact that our nuclear and missile
deterrent is strictly for the defense of
Pakistan Ð a capability which we have
to maintain and further strengthen in
our own national interest.

The President further stated that a
large proportion of population in
Pakistan consists of moderates and the
majority rejects extremism. He said
that only few people misinterpreted
Islamic preachings and were trying to
impose their narrow minded and rigid
thoughts on all. He appealed to the
Parliamentarians to launch a Jihad
against extremism so that Pakistan
could be made a moderate, truly
Islamic welfare state in accordance
with the spirit of Islam and the wishes
of the Quaid and Allama Iqbal.

The President said that the country's
economy had been strengthened and

all macroeconomic indicators showed
positive results. He further stressed
the need to keep the budget deficit to
less than 4%, maintaining the balance

of payments surplus, reducing foreign
debts and increasing exports, foreign
exchange reserves, tax revenues and
overseas remittances etc.

He said corruption and nepotism played
a major role in the failure of a country.
We must ensure merit and utilize the
vast national resources and capabilities
towards the development and
prosperity of the country.  He said
Pakistan now stood at crossroads,
where right decisions could put it on
the path of progress whereas a little
wrong could bring disaster.

The President said that steps had been
taken to establish true democracy in
the country and further efforts towards
it would continue. He praised the 17th
Amendment Bill and said that it
provides for checks and balances to
prevent future imposition of martial
law and ensured completion of term
of the present legislatures.

At the end of his address, the President
thanked Almighty Allah for allowing
him to fulfill all promises as he had
made to the nation, including the
establishment of true democracy. He
also thanked the parliamentarians for
giving him a vote of confidence.

Speaker National Assembly and
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, Prime Minister receiving

President Gen. Pervez Musharraf at
the Parliament House Gate on 17th Jan.2004

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, President of Pakistan,
Ch. Amir Hussain, Speaker National Assembly and
 Mr. Mohammad Mian Soomro, Chairman Senate

listening to the National Anthem before the
Presidential  Address to the Joint Session of the

Parliament on 17th Jan. 2004

PRESIDENT ADDRESSES
JOINT SESSION OF THE PARLIAMENT

President of Pakistan addressing the Joint Session
of Parliament on 17th January, 2004



THE 12TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF
PAKISTAN Ð FIRST PARLIAMENTARY

YEAR AT A GLANCE

Subsequent to the general elections
held on October 10th, 2002, the
Parliamentary year of the 12th National
Assembly of Pakistan began on 16th
November, 2002 and concluded on 15th
November, 2003.  The agenda of the
first session held on November 16, 2002
included administration of oath to the
newly elected Members by Mr. Illahi

Bukhsh Soomro former Speaker National
Assembly. Following the administration
of oath, elections for the office of Mr.
Speaker and Mr. Deputy Speaker were
held on November 19,  2002.
Honourable Ch. Amir Hussain was
elected as the Speaker while Sardar
Muhammad Yaqub was elected as the
Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly of Pakistan.

On November 21st, 2002, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, who commanded the
confidence of the majority of the
Members, was declared as the Leader
of the House. He obtained vote of
confidence as the Prime Minister of

Pakistan on December 30, 2002.

Under Article 54 (2) of the Constitution
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the
National Assembly is to meet for not
less than one hundred and thirty (130)
days in a parliamentary year. The 12th
National Assembly met for 131 days
during the 1st Parliament year. In all,
10 sessions were convened during this
period.  The most significant legislative
business during this year included
discussion on the Foreign Policy in
which the government and allied
parties along with the opposition
participated,. The Finance Bill, 2003

including the Budget for the year 2003-
04 was also presented, discussed and
passed, and the LFO controversy was
put to an end.

PRIME MINISTER
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali has spoken a number of times
on the floor of the House on some
strategic and important issues. Gist of
some of the major issues on which the
Prime Minister spoke are given below:

Prime Minister wants
task oriented Parliament

In his first address to the Parliament,
after securing the vote of confidence
on 30th December 2002, Mr. Jamali
pledged to run the country's affairs in
consultations with all the MNAs. He
denied that the opposition MNAs had
been pressured or bribed to increase
support for the vote of confidence. He
thanked the Opposition MNAs who had
supported him during vote of
confidence.

The Prime Minister urged the
Opposition not to oppose for the sake
of opposing, but that he expected a
constructive criticism for the larger
interest of the country. His agenda,
he said, is to serve the country without
any discrimination. He assured that
there would be no victimization and
there will be no false cases against the
opposition leaders and MNAs as has
been witnessed in the past. Mr. Jamali
said he believed in dialogue and would
continue to invite opposition politicians
to sit with him and resolve differences
on major political and economic issues.

Mr. Jamali said he wanted a task
oriented parliament so that problems
of our people could be lessened and
the country could progress rapidly. He
underlined the fact that the democratic
institutions could only be strengthened
by the collective efforts of all the
political parties in the parliament. He
stressed the parliamentarian to have
faith and confidence and make selfless

Speaker Ch. Amir Hussain, congratulating
Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
on ascertainment of his commanding the

confidence of the majority of the House, on
21st November, 2002

Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman
congratulating Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
after his election as leader of the House on

21st November, 2002

Hon.Speaker congratulating
Sardar Muhammad Yaqub on his election as
the Deputy Speaker on November 19, 2002

Ch. Amir Hussain submitting his nomination
papers for the office of the Speaker National

Assembly on 16th November, 2002

Ch. Amir Hussain taking oath after his
election as the Speaker of National Assembly

on 19th November, 2002
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efforts towards the betterment of the
country.

He urged the need for clean politics
with greater tolerance to accommodate
each other with the purpose of
strengthening the democrat ic
institutions. If the opposition would
show flexibility, he promised to extend
more flexibility. He assured the House
that this parliament will complete its
five years term, and that his
government would fulfill all the
commitments and promises made to
the nation.

He pointed out that corruption was a
major issue with which our country
was beset and that his government was
determined to eradicate it. He said
that his government would take
effective measures to eliminate the
corruption by offering better facilities
to the people.  He also assured that
his government would ensure law and
order in the country.

The Prime Minister recalled that
President Pervez Musharraf had given
a three year roadmap, and fulfilled his

promises, including the
holding of elections. Mr.
J a m a l i  u r g e d  t h e
parliamentarians to sit
together and to carve out
a practicable roadmap to
serve the people of this
country, with similar will.

Reflecting upon the
foreign policy, the Prime
M i n i s t e r  s a i d  h i s
government  looked
forward to establish
cordial relations with all
the countries. Pakistan

enjoyed strong friendly ties with China;
relations with Iran were improving after
the successful visit of President Mr.
Khatami; while relations with the

government of Mr. Karzai in Afghanistan
are also being strengthened.

Pakistan would not be part of

Iraq War:
Prime Minister

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali announced in his policy
statement on Iraq crisis on March 10,
2003 in the National Assembly that
Pakistan would not participate in any
aggression against Iraq.  He said the
Parliament, the nation and the
government will work together to save
the people of Iraq from any aggression.
Before making any decisions on the
US-Iraq stand off, the Parliament and
the nation will be taken into confidence
he assured.

Prime Minister seeks Cooperation
from the Opposition

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali while speaking on the floor of
the National Assembly on December
29, 2003 said that the passage of 17th
Constitutional Amendment Bill, 2003
in the National Assembly was a success
of the parliament and democracy.
Mr. Jamali sought the cooperation of
the opposition to resolve all vital issues
including Kashmir and relations with
Afghanistan.  He said that such issues
cannot be resolved on individual basis
by any party or persons and would have
to be resolved with commitment and
well coordinated efforts.

Prime Minister thanked the MMA for
its cooperation and support for passing
the 17th Constitutional Amendment
Bill, 2003.  He further said the
government and opposition were
equally important parts of the
Parliament and both should play their
due role to strengthen the democratic
process. The Opposition is always a
government in waiting. Hence, it must
assume its role accordingly.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS DURING THE
FIRST PARLIAMENTARY YEAR

Bills

In all 20 Bills/Ordinances were
introduced/laid in the House during
this period.  The Removal From Service
(Special Powers) (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2003 (1 of 2003) was laid
and passed on 21st April 2003, by the
House.  The Finance Bill 2003 was
introduced on 7th June, 2003 and
passed on 14th June 2003 by the House.
 The International Students Bill, 2003
was introduced on 25th August 2003
in the House but was later withdrawn
on 10th November, 2003.

Resolutions

The total number of Government/
Private Members Resolutions received
during first Parliamentary year was
567 out which 329 were admitted and
32 disallowed.  However, 11 Resolutions

Makhdoom Amin Faheem congratulating
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali after his election

as Prime Minister on 21st November, 2002

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
with Parliamentary Leaders of the Opposition
Parties in National Assembly during the
session of the National Assembly.

Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, Prime Minister
addressing the House after obtaining vote of confidence

from the National Assembly on 30th December, 2002



pertaining to the Government/Private
Members were passed by the National
Assembly.

Adjournment Motions, Calling
Attention Notices and Motions under
Rule 241

The first Parliamentary year received
a total of 282 Adjournment Motions
out of which 20 Adjournment Motions
were brought before the House.  One
of these Adjournment Motions was
admitted and was discussed for two
hours.

555 Calling Attention Notices on
matters of urgent public importance
were received out of which 48 were
discussed in the House.

A total of 290 Motions relating to
different policy and other matters were
received under rule 241. Out of these,
12 Motions were disallowed while one
was discussed in the House.

Question Hour:

Under Section Rule 50 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in

t h e  N a t i o n a l
Assembly, the first
hour of every sitting,
after the recitation
from the Holy Quran
and taking oath by
members, if any, is
dedicated as the
Q u e s t i o n  H o u r ,
e x c e p t  f o r  o n
Tuesday, which is a
Private MembersÕ
Day.  Question Hour
is an important tool
to hold the government accountable.

The 12th National Assembly of Pakistan
during its first Parliamentary year
wi tnessed an unprecedented
attendance of the Question Hour by
the Members. About 1928 Starred and
Un-Starred questions were asked and
answered during this one year.

Motions under     Rule 69

In all 29 Motions on matters of sufficient
public importance were received under
Rule 69. Eighteen Motions were
admitted out of which discussions were

held on three.

Standing Committees

Standing Committees work
as the backbone of any
parliamentary system
where legislation takes its
eventual form before it is
passed. Given the increase
in the number of seats in
the National Assembly, the
number of membership of
the Committees also
needed to be enhanced
accordingly.  Amendments,
therefore, were made to
the Rules of Procedures
and Conduct of Business
on 14th June 2003 through
which the number of
members of the Standing
Committees has been
increased to bring them in

proportionate conformity with the
House.

While amendments to the rules were
being framed and the Standing
Committees were still in process of
being constituted, Chaudhry Amir
Hussain, Speaker National Assembly
appointed five Standing Committees
under Rule 196 of the Rules of
Procedures and Conduct of Business in
the National Assembly 1992.  This was
initiated in order to carry out basic
legislative business. These four Standing
Committees and their work progress
in the past one year is as follows:

i) The Standing Committees on Rules
of Procedure and Privileges held
several  meet ings in which
amendments in the Rules of
Procedures and Conduct of Business
in the National Assembly 1992, was
undertaken and a report on a
privilege motion was finalized.

ii) Standing Committee on Finance and
Revenue held three meetings and
finalized report on one Bill.

iii) S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n
Government Assurances held one
meeting and considered an issue
raised through a Call Attention
Notice as referred to it by the
House.

iv) Standing Committee on Religious
Affairs, Zakat & Ushar has to its
credit six meetings.  The Committee
finalized the report regarding
formulation of Hajj policy for the
year 2004 in the month of July,
2003. The Government in its Hajj

Analysis of Questions for 1st Parliamentary Year

Series1

Deferred Question of Previous Session Answer
Admitted but Lapsed
Deferred Question of Previous Session Re-Deferred
Deferred for Next Session
Withdraw
Disallowed on Re-consideration
Lapsed
Under Suspends
Disallowe
Admitted but Withdrawn
Admitted
Under Process
Answered
Received

80000

70000
60000

50000
40000

30000
20000

10000
0

Ch. Amir Hussain presiding meeting of the
House Business Advisory Committee in the Parliament House
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po l icy  fo r  the  year  2004
incorpora ted most  o f  the
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h i s
Committee.

v) House Business Advisory Committee
is an important Committee that
settles the agendas and time frames
of the sittings of the House in each
session , and helps in the smooth
running of the House Business.
During the past one year, this
committee sat atleast once or twice
before each session. It may be
added here that this Committee
played a significant role in resolving
the issue of LFO in the House.

The Standing Committees were
constituted on 3rd November 2003. In
all, 40 Committees of the National
Assembly meant for various Ministries
of the government of Pakistan have
been constituted.  These also include
Public Accounts Committee, Finance
Committee of the National Assembly
and the Special Committee on Kashmir.

INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL FORA

The National Assembly of Pakistan is
member of various International
Parliamentary Fora, including Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), Association
o f  S A A R C  S p e a k e r s  a n d
Parliamentarians, Parliamentary Union
of OIC members (PUOICM) Organization
of Women Parliamentarians from
Muslim Countries (OWPMC), Association
of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP),
and Association of Secretaries General
of Parliament (ASGP).  Pakistan has
also been a member of  the
Commonweal th  Par l iamentary
Association (CPA) in the past, Pakistan
is again expecting to join it soon.

National Assembly of Pakistan enjoys
bi lateral  re lat ions wi th most
Parliaments of the world. During the
past one year, the National Assembly
of Pakistan undertook 14 Parliamentary
visits abroad. Such parliamentary visits
play an important role in putting across
PakistanÕs view point on various

international, regional, and national
issues.  In the past one year, these
interactions extended an opportunity
to Pakistan in explaining PakistanÕs
position and the affirmative actions
taken by it in combating terrorism
since September 11, 2001 in particular.
In addition, such interfacing also
provides an opportunity to the
Parliamentarians of both sides to
understand and learn from each othersÕ
experiences about different and
evolving patterns in the parliamentary
practices.

Parliamentary Visits

¥ In April 2003, Chaudhry Amir
Hussain, Speaker National Assembly
led a parliamentary delegation to
attend the 108th Conference of the
Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) at
Santiago (Chile). The parliamentary
delegation to the IPU Conference

was one of the most significant
ones.  Strategic lobbying at the
conference resulted in the revival
of PakistanÕs membership to the
IPU Ð worldÕs largest parliamentary
forum.

¥ In August 2003, a parliamentary
delegation from India visited the
Parliament House and called on the
Speaker National Assembly.  The
delegation was led by former chief
minister of Bihar Province, Mr. Laloo
Prasad Yadav.  The visit was a step
towards better bilateral relations
between the two countries.
Ch. Amir Hussain, Speaker National

Assembly extended a warm
welcome to the delegation. During
their call on the Speaker, leader of
the delegation Mr. Yadav prayed
for a strong democracy in Pakistan
and called for regular visits by
parliamentarians of the two

countries. Speaker National
Assembly conveyed to the
delegates that without
resolving the Kashmir issue,
peace in the region was not
possible.

¥ A delegation of the
European Union, headed by
Mr. John Walls Cushnahan,
Member of the European
Parliament, visited Pakistan
in October 2003. This visit
was undertaken to observe
the democratic process in
Pakistan after the revival

Former Indian Parliamentarian
Mr. Lalu Parshad Yadev with Speaker National
Assembly Ch. Amir Hussain in Parliament
House, Islamabad on 10th August, 2003

Mr. Tom Cox, Leader of the Common
Wealth Parliamentary Delegation called
on Speaker National Assembly Ch. Amir

Hussain in Parliament House on
10th December, 2003

Ch. Amir Hussain presenting gift to the Leader of
the visiting EU Parliamentary delegation

Ms. Carrillo Maria in Parliament House on 27th October, 2003
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of democracy. The delegation
showed his satisfaction about the
gradual progress of democracy in
Pakistan. This was a strategic visit
as the deliberations and interactions
with the parliamentarians of the
European Union are likely to have
a position impact in rectifying the
much awaited 3rd generation
agreement between Pakistan and
the European Union.

¥ A delegation of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CPA),
UK Branch, led by Mr. Tom Cox
visited Pakistan from December 10-
17, 2003. It was a fruitful visit
subsequent to which Pakistan soon
expects to regain its membership
in the Association.

¥ On the invitations of Speakers from
some friendly countries, the
Honourable Speaker, Chaudhry Amir
Hussain also undertook a few
parliamentary visits. The visits made
were on invitations from H.E. Mr.
Bulent Arinq, President Grand
National Assembly Republic of
Turkey, H.E. Mr. Jassim Mohammad
Al-Kharafi, Speaker of Kuwaiti
Parliament, H.E. Gennady Seleznev
Chairman of the State Duma of the
Russian Federation.

DIALOGUE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND DEVOLUTION

The dialogue on local government and
devolution was held under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Daniyal Aziz,
Chairman, National Reconstruction
Bureau (NRB) in the Committee Room
No.2 of the Parliament House on 1st,
2nd, 6th and 9th October, 2003.

Briefing was held on local government
and devolution, the Chairman, NRB
recal led br ief ly var ious local
government reforms, implemented in
the Sub-Continent.  Mentioning the
Minto Morely Reforms and Montague-
Chelmsford Reforms, he touched upon
the salient features of the Indian Act,
1935, which not only described the
powers of provinces but also was the
basis of future constitutional process

under taken  in  Pak is tan  i .e .
Constitutions of 1956, 1962 and 1973.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE FIRST
PARLIAMENTARY YEAR OF THE

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN

1) Marking the start of the first
parliamentary year of the 12th
National Assembly of Pakistan, the
1st session of the newly elected
National Assembly of Pakistan was
held at Parliament House, Islamabad
from November 16Ð19, 2002. Mr.
Illahi Bukhsh Soomro (Ex-Speaker)
as  Presiding Officer nominated by
the President of Pakistan, presided
the session and took oath from the
newly elected members.  On the
2nd sitting day the House elected
Ch. Amir Hussain and Sardar
Muhammad Yaqoob as the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker who
received 167 and 163 votes
respectively.

2) 2nd session was held on November
21, 2002.  The Speaker presided.
The House was to ascertain the
Member who commanded the
confidence of the majority of the
Members.  Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali from Balochistan obtained
172 members support through the
system of division amongst the
members of the National Assembly.
The other two contesting candidates
Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman (MMA),
Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi
(PPP), and other party leaders
felicitated Mr. Jamali.

3) The 3rd session was held on
December 30, 2002.  The session
was presided over by the Speaker.
The major feature of the session
was that Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
got vote of confidence from the
House under Article 91(3) of the
Constitution read with Rule 20 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the National
Assembly,  1992. 188 MNAs
expressed their confidence in Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali. The
resolution for the vote of confidence

was moved by Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain. In his first speech the Prime
Minister thanked the members for
reposing conf idence in his
leadership.

4) The 4th session was held from
February 26 to March 10, 2003. 10
newly elected members (from bi-
elections), took oath in the first
sitting. During this session 4 calling
attention notices, 5 motions, and
one privilege motion were moved.
Amendments in the Rules of
Procedure & Conduct of Business
in National Assembly, 1992 were
referred to the Standing Committee
on Rules of Procedure and
Privileges. The amendments were
introduced in a private member bill
moved by Syed Naveed Qamar, MNA
from the Opposition benches.

5) The 5th session was held from March
18Ð19, 2003. The session was
requisitioned by the Opposition.
In this session, the Foreign Policy
and Iraq situation were discussed.
Twenty three Members took part
in the debate.

6) The 6th session was held from April
15Ð30, 2003, during this session,
the opposition continued their
protest against LFO. However,
despite protests one calling
attention notice, 2 adjournment
motions were discussed and one
Bill, i.e. The Removal from Service
(Special Powers Amendment) Bill
2003 was passed.  Due to the LFO
crisis the Government constituted
a committee to resolve the issue
of the LFO, under the chairmanship
of  Ch. Shujaat Hussain.  Later Mr.
Speaker was nominated as its
Chairman. The purpose of this
Committee was to resolve the LFO
issue through  dialogue for the
smooth running of the House
Business. A Provisional Standing
Committee on Religious Affairs,
Zakat  and Ushar was also
constituted by the Speaker in
exercise of his powers on April 30,
2003.
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7) The 7th session (Budget Session)
was held from June 7Ð14, 2003.  On
the first day of the session,
Mr. Shaukat Aziz Minister for
Finance and Revenues presented
the Federal Budget 2003-04.  The
Finance Bill was later passed on
June 14,  2003 wi th  some
amendments. Forty Eight members
took part in the budget speech.

8) The 8th session was held on June
28. The session was presided by the
Deputy Speaker as the Speaker was
to face a No-Confidence Motion in
this session.  Syed Naveed Qamar
MNA had moved the motion of no
confidence against the Speaker for
giving a partial ruling on the LFO.
There was no vote in favour of the
No-Confidence Motion nor anyone
debated against it, hence, the
Motion stood rejected.

9) The 9th session was held on July 7,
2003.  Mr. Speaker presided over
the session.  In this session, a No-
Confidence motion against the
Deputy Speaker was moved by Mr.
Liaquat Baloch, MNA alleging that
the Deputy Speaker had misused
his authority during the session in
which resolution to remove the
Speaker on June 28, 2003, was
moved.  Twenty seven members
participated in the debate. Later,
the resolution was withdrawn by
the movers of the motion.

10)The 10th session was held from
August 20 to November 11, 2003,
after which the first parliamentary
year came to an end.

SECOND PARLIAMENTARY YEAR Ð
FIRST THREE SESSIONS

1) The second parliamentary year
began in the 11th session of the
National Assembly of Pakistan held
from December 26Ð29, 2003. The
Cons t i t u t i on  (Seven teen th
Amendment) Bil l ,  2003 was
introduced on December 26, 2003
and was later passed on December
29, 2003.

2) 12th session was held on Jan 1,
2004 in which the President of
Pakistan took a vote of confidence.
It was a special session held under
Article 41 (clause 8) of the
Constitution and was presided over
by Justice Ahmed Khan Lashari,
Member Election Commission of
Pakistan.  The resolution for vote
of confidence was moved by the
Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, Ch. Shujaat Hussain,
President PML (Q) and other leaders
of the Parliamentary Parties.  Out
of 342 members, the 191 members
voted in favour of the President.
The opposition members boycotted
the session while the MMA members
abstained from voting.

3) To mark the start of the new
Parliamentary year, the Joint
Session of the Parliament was
convened on January 17, 2004 in
which the Presidential Address was
made under Article 56(3) of the
Const i tut ion.  Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, President of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan addressed the
joint sitting. This was the first time
since general elections of October
2002 that the President addressed
the two Houses.  Honourable
Speaker, National Assembly
presided the House.

OBITUARY

Mr. Mahmood Ahmed Qureshi, MNA
(NA 255) from Karachi died on April
27, 2003 due to heart failure. He
represented the MQM (Haqeeqi) group

in the National Assembly.

Maulana Azam Tariq, MNA (NA 89)
from Jhang was shot to death on 6th
October, 2003 in a terrorist attack. He
was the leader of Millat-e-Islamia Party.

Mian Abdul Sattar Lalika, MNA (NA
190) from Bahawal Nagar Minister of
Labour, Manpower & Overseas
Pakistanis and Chief Whip, died of
heart failure on 13th February, 2004
a day after his fifty first birthday.

PRIVILEGE MOTIONS RECEIVED
DURING THE FIRST PARLIAMENTARY

YEAR, 2003

Total received: 155

Held inadmissible :  72

Brought before the
House :  31

Referred to the
Privileges Committee :  11

Ruled out of order :  11

Not moved by the
movers and dropped. :  07

Matters to be
resolved in the Chief
whipÕs Office :  02

Deferred :  06

Not pressed/
disposed off

Matters resolved :  04
in the Chamber :  02

Withdrawn :  08

Lapsed :  42

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS,
CALLING ATTENTION NOTICES, AND
MOTIONS UNDER RULE 241 RECEIVED
DURING THE FIRST PARLIAMENTARY

YEAR, 2003

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS:

Total Received : 297

Federal Minister for Finance
Mr. Shaukat Aziz presenting the Annual Budget

2003-04 in the National Assembly on 7th June 2003
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Held Inadmissible : 166

Brought before the House :   20

Discussed for 2 hrs. :   01

Deferred :   02

Not pressed/Disposed off :   03

Ruled out of order :   03

Not moved by the :   11
movers and dropped

Lapsed : 111

CALL ATTENTION NOTICES

Total Received : 619

Statement made on : 052

Referred to the : 001
Standing Committee

Lapsed : 566

MOTIONS UNDER RULE 241

Total Received : 279

Disallowed : 014

Discussed : 001

Lapsed : 264

STARRED/UN-STARRED QUESTIONS

No. of Question Received : 7289

No. of Question Admitted : 3505

No. of Question Disallowed : 1028

MOTION UNDER RULE 69

Motion Received : 69

Motion Admitted : 36

Motion Answered : 04

Motion under Process : 09

BILLS/ORDINANCES INTRODUCED/LAID
BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DURING
FIRST PARLIAMENTARY YEAR, 2003

1. The Agricultural Development Bank
of Pakistan (Re-organization)
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2002
(CXXXV of 2002)

2. T h e  S a f e g u a r d  M e a s u r e s
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2002
(CXXXVI of 2002)

3. The Removal from Service (Special
Powers) (Amendment) Ordinance,
2003 (I of 2003)

4. The Finance Bill, 2003
5. The Removal from Service (Special

Powers) (Second Amendment)
Ordinance, 2003 (II of 2003)

6. The Federal Public Service
Commission (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2003 (No. III of 2003)

7. The Contempt of  Court
Ordinance, 2003 (Ordinance No.
IV of 2003)

8. The Insurance (Amendment)
Bill, 2003

9. The Drugs (Amendment) Bill,
2003

10.The Illegal Dispossession Bill,
2003

11.The International Students Bill,
2003

12.The Councils for Awareness and
Enforcement of Human Rights Bill,
2003

13.The Public Complaints (Removal of
Grievances) Bill, 2003

14.The Gawadar Port Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2003

15.The Fiscal Responsibility and Debt
Limitation Bill, 2003

16.The Code of Civil Procedure
(Amendment) Bill, 2003

17.The Code of Criminal Procedure
(Amendment) Bill, 2003

18.The Code of Criminal Procedure
(Second Amendment) Bill, 2003

19.The Adulteration Offences (Special
Courts) Bill, 2003

20.The Anti-terrorism (Amendment)
Bill, 2003

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
STAFF ACTIVITIES

¥ Three officers of the National
Assembly successfully undertook
Advance Course in Public Sector
Management (September 15, 2003
Ð December 20, 2003), from the
National Institute of Public
Administration
(NIPA). They
secured high
r a t i n g .  T h e
officers are Mr.
M u h a m m a d
Masud Tahi r
Hanfi, Director
(IPA), Mr. Feroz
Khan, Director
(IR), and Ms.
Huma Chughtai,

Director (Research).

¥ Ms. Razia Sultana resumed her
duties as the Senior Research Officer
in  September  2003,  a f te r
completing her missions in East
Timor and Kosovo as a United
Nations Volunteer (UNV).  She had
worked as a UNV for about three
and a half years, and her services
were lauded by the UN.

¥ Ms. Huma Chughtai, Director
Research resumed her duty in the
secretariat in June 2003, after
securing a post-graduate degree in
International Law of Human Rights
from the UK.

¥ Mr. Muhammad Masud Tahir Hanfi
left for Honolulu, Hawaii, on a 12
week Executive Course on the
National Security Issues at Asia
Pacific Centre for Security Studies.
He was nominated by the Hon.
Speaker and he proceeded on
January 20th, 2004.

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Jamali presenting
certificate to Ms. Huma Chughtai, Director Research,

National Assembly at NIPA, Lahore.
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Lady MNAs taking oath on 16th November, 2002
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Mr. Liaquet Baloch and Ch. Aitizaz Ahsan congratulating Ch. Amir Hussain
after his election as Speaker National Assembly on 19th November, 2002




